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HELPFUL TO KNOW 
If you’d like to join virtually, please connect with the following link:   

http://upc-superior.com/youtube                                                                           
(If you are here in person we offer hearing assistance devices-see technolo-

gy desk.)                                   

NURSERY                                                                                                                       
Our nursery is open 15 minutes before the service begins for children who 

are newborn through 4 years old.  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH                                                                                              
After the Passing the Peace portion of our service, children ages 5 through 

5th grade are invited to meet by the round table in the narthex for          
Children’s Church. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                                                                                          
The Pastor is always glad to share prayer requests during the worship ser-

vice. Share a request in the comments section. Additionally, the Prayer 
Chain may be activated by calling Dorothy Burriss 817-715-0968 

(macb.dlb@sbcglobal.net) or Dean Hecht at 715-919-1325.   

RIDE SHARE                                                                                                                    
Need a ride? Please check the bulletin board by the fire extinguisher in the 

narthex.                                                                              
  

 Choirmaster & Handbell Director  Jane Wester                                
 Church Secretary    Reese Stariha 
 Custodian     Diedrick Nikoi 
 Director of Spiritual Formation    Laura Foote 
 Financial Secretary    Cathy Hecht                                    
 Nursery Coordinators     Annika Nikoi, Gretchen Schiek, & Melinda Yingling 
 Organist & Pianist    Alexander Sandor 
 Pastor       Rev. Brett M. Foote                         
 Treasurer     Christy Willmore    
                                                                                                                     
 Cover Art: “Christ in the Garden” by Paul Gauguin 
  

mailto:unitedpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/UnitedPresbyterianChurch
http://upc-superior.com/youtube


If you’re joining us online, please light a candle to remind yourself of the 
presence of God. 
* Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

If the text is bolded, everyone is invited to say the words in unison. 
 

PRELUDE                          Alex Sandor                          
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS           
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP & INTROIT     Eternal Father, Strong to Save    #8 
   
 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION & CONFESSION                                                              
One: God who emptied themself… 
   All: We praise you for showing us self sacrificial love. 
One: We confess that we don’t always care for others, we don’t always 

seek to love. 
   All: We confess that at times we are selfish because we are tired, over-

worked, and at times frustrated. 
One: Forgive us for not sharing out of our abundance. 
   All: Forgive us for not loving when times are hard. 
One: Help us, O God to love You, ourselves, our neighbors, and Your word. 
   All: Help us, holy Trinity. Three in one be the breath in our lungs. Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON & DECLARATION                                                                                   
One: Witness now the words of the poet Mary Oliver in her poem Empty 

Branches In The Orchard: “To have loved is everything. I loved, once.  
A hummingbird who came every afternoon-the freedom loving male- 
Who flew by himself to sample the sweets of the garden. To sit on a 
high, leafless branch with his red throat gleaming. And then, he came 
no more. And I’m still waiting for him, ten years later, To come back, 
and he will, or he will not. There is a certain commitment. That each 
of us is given, that has to do with another world, If there is one. I re-
member you, hummingbird. I think of you every day. Even as I am still 
here, soaked in color, waiting, year after honey-rich year.” Oliver 
writes of a commitment, a commitment from another world. I’m con-
vinced that otherworldly commitment comes from God and it is a 
commitment to love. 

   All: Sometimes we fail at that commitment. Yet, God is good to us and 
forgives us. 

One: Because of Christ and his birth, life, sacrifice, and resurrection… 
   All: We are forgiven! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE                                                                                       
You are invited to bless those around you with the words, “The peace of 
Christ be with you." In response you may say "And also with you!" (you 
may pass the peace in the comments section)  
 

Children are invited to gather by the round table in the narthex for  
Children's Church.   

*RESPONSE                    He Came Down        #137                                                                                            
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS    Ashton Cairns 
 
 

 

Old Testament     Psalm 139: 1-12 
New Testament     Philippians 2: 1-13 
 

SERMON        “He Emptied Himself”                 The Rev. Lawrence Lee 
 

*HYMN            I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry              #488 
 

*PROFESSION OF FAITH (from the Iona Community)  
One: Let us affirm our faith: 
   All: We believe that God is present in the darkness before dawn, in the            

waiting and uncertainty where fear and courage join hands, conflict 
and caring link arms, and the sun rises over barbed wire. We believe 
in a with-us God who sits down in our midst to share our humanity. 
We affirm a faith that takes us beyond the safe place into action, 
into vulnerability, and into the streets. We commit ourselves to 
work for change, and put ourselves on the line, to bear responsibil-
ity, take risks, live powerfully and face humiliation; to stand with 
those on the edge, to choose life and be used by the Spirit for God’s 
new community of hope. Amen. 

      
MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP & MISSION           Becky Kirk 
 
 

OFFERING    
OFFERTORY              Alex Sandor  
*RESPONSE  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow   #607 
 

*PRAYER OVER OFFERING  
One: Let us bless these gifts. 
   All: God in three persons, blessed Trinity. May we empty ourselves for 

others and always be filled by You. May we always reach out to our 
neighbors, whoever they are, wherever they are from. Help us to 
give of our time, talents, and treasures. May we model Your 
expansive justice and love. Send Your grace filled Spirit so we can 
connect with, serve, and care for our congregation, Superior 
community, and this world. May we live Your “YES!” towards all 
people. Amen.  

PRAYERS TO BE SHARED 

SILENT PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (Here’s our suggested version but feel free to pray the 
version you are most familiar with.) 
      All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  
forever. Amen.  

 
 

*CLOSING HYMN       Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing                 #546 
 

*BENEDICTION    
*POSTLUDE      
 



SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
OLD TESTAMENT        Psalm 139: 1-12       
1:1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 2 You know when I sit 
down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 3 You 
search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my 
ways. 4 Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it com-
pletely. 5 You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain 
it. 7 Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your pres-
ence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, 
you are there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the far-
thest limits of the sea, 10 even there your hand shall lead me, and your 
right hand shall hold me fast. 11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover 
me, and night wraps itself around me,” 12 even the darkness is not dark to 
you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. 
 
 

NEW TESTAMENT     Philippians 2: 1-13  
2:1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my 
joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full ac-
cord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty con-
ceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of 
you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he existed in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming hu-
man likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, 8 he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross. 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the 
name that is above every other name, 10 so that at the name given to Je-
sus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. 12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always 
obeyed me, not only in my presence but much more now in my absence, 
work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who 
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleas-
ure.             

   
   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

UPC VOLLEYBALL                                                                                                                     
UPC volleyball went 4-2 last Sunday and are 14-10 overall! Next games are 
June 22nd at 5:50 and 6:40 PM. 

PULPIT SWAP                                                                                                                         
As a reminder, The Reverend Lawrence Lee, Pastor at Bayfield Presbyterian 
and Pastor Brett are swapping pulpits today. That means Rev. Lee will be in 
the pulpit here at UPC and Pastor Brett will be in Bayfield. Here is a brief bio 
about Rev. Lee: The Rev. Lawrence Lee has been serving Bayfield Presbyteri-
an Church in Bayfield, Wisconsin as pastor for almost seven years, since the 
summer of 2018. Here in the Presbytery of Northern Waters he has previ-
ously served the United Church of Two Harbors and Pioneer Parish. He has 
also served various congregations in Indiana. He grew up in northwest Ohio 
and received his undergraduate degree in philosophy from Purdue Universi-
ty. He graduated from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, 
Illinois where his focus was on the Pauline epistles and Greek. He is also an 
amateur thespian and you can see his production of “The Importance of Be-
ing Earnest” by Oscar Wilde at Chequamegon Theater Association in Ash-
land, Wisconsin June 13-22. He is also an avid table top board gamer and he 
and his wife, Marisa, have clocked over 3153 plays of different games since 
January, 2020 when they started keeping track.  

COMMUNITY DINNER & CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT                                       
Free Community Dinner & Cornhole tournament starts at 4:00p today in the 
church parking lot. Come enjoy a cook-out and play some cornhole! Every-
one is welcome. Sign-ups for the cornhole tournament are in the narthex. 

GETTING TO KNOW UNITED                                                                                            
Are you interested in learning more about United? Pastor Brett will be lead-
ing a group to discuss who we are and what we stand for, and various op-
portunities for involvement. Additionally, golden rod cards are available in 
the back of the pews for you to fill out if you would like to receive more in-
formation. The date for this event is yet to be determined. For more infor-
mation, please contact Pastor Brett or the church office.  

 

 

 
 



          WEEKLY CALENDAR 

                                                                                                                                                       
SUNDAY 6/15                             MONDAY 6/16                                               
Coffee Hour    8:00 AM Vacation Bible School                                                
4:00 PM Community Dinner      2:00 PM Piano Lessons                  
     6:01 PM Mission Committee                                                      
                                                              
                                                                                                                 
TUESDAY 6/17    WEDNESDAY 6/18                                                                                                     
8:00 AM Vacation Bible School 8:00 AM Vacation Bible School                                   
10:00 AM Pickleball             10:00 AM Crafters Group                                              
1:00 AA Meeting   12:00 PM Staff Meeting                             
                          2:00 PM CSA Pick-up                                              
     4:30 PM Piano Lessons                                 
     5:15 PM Session Meeting 
THURSDAY 6/19                                                                             
8:00 AM Vacation Bible School                            
10:00 AM Pickleball                      
 
FRIDAY 6/20                                                                                                                                 
8:00 AM Vacation Bible School                                                                                      
6:00 PM Youth Bonfire 
 
SATURDAY 6/21                                                                                                               
               
  
                                                                          
     
      

 
 
 

                       

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE? 
At United Presbyterian Church, we offer many  

opportunities to give of yourself to glorify God.   
From signing up to volunteer to donating financially, if you’d 

like to support the mission and vision of the church you can do 
so at the following link:   

https://www.upc-superior.com/donate 

Birthdays This Week       
6/15—Pat Martin                                            
6/16—Lindsey Olson                          
6/16—Andrew Rude                     
6/18—Angus Macleod                     
6/18—Scott Willoughby                    
6/19—Ken Aker                                               

 
  WAYS TO SERVE 

 

There are plenty of ways to get involved here at United!                                                                
*Sign-up sheets are in the narthex.                                                                    

• Coffee Hour*—Make coffee and bring treats for everyone. 

• Liturgist*—Being a liturgist is a great opportunity to get involved by 
leading the church in our scripture readings, and our call to worship. 

• Crafters Group—Every Wednesday at 10:00 AM. 

• Community Dinner—Volunteer for our Community Dinner the third 
Sunday in October, February, June and August. 

• Twin Ports Welcome Corp—Join the TPWC and help sponsor a refu-
gee.  Questions? Contact Eric Schlacks 218-269-6678. 

• Community Garden*—Help plan and carry out the UPC Community 
Garden project, which provides vegetables for UPC Community Dinners 
and Great Lakes Elementary students. Questions? Contact Deborah 
Schlacks at desertswan@aol.com.  

• Nursery—Come spend time with our babies and toddlers in the nurse-
ry during the Sunday service! You will serve with a Nursery Coordinator 
once or twice a month (your choice). To learn more you can contact 
Melinda Yingling at melindayingling@gmail.com. A background check is 
required.  

• Children's Church—Come support our young ones as they grow in their 
faith during Children's Church! This takes place during the Sunday ser-
vice. You can volunteer once or twice a month (your choice). Contact 
the office or Laura Foote at lmfoote.upc@gmail.com. A background 
check is required. 

• Technology/AV Desk—Volunteer to run the AV on a rotating, weekly or 
monthly basis. Training will be provided! Questions? Contact Mac    
Burriss 304-890-2375. 

 

WAYS TO LEARN, GROW, & GET INVOLVED 

• Pickleball—Every Tuesday & Thursday at 10:00 AM. 

• Men’s Breakfast—First Saturday of every month at 9:00 AM. Contact 
Tom Lisak (218-348-5390) with any questions. 

• Presbyterian Women—Meetings are the first Wednesday of every 
month (except January, February, and July) at 9:30 AM. December and 
June meetings are lunches at 12:30 PM. To learn more, contact Bonnie 
Wallin at 715-392-7029. 
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