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WAYS TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

                        Call the church office at 715-392-4751. 

   Follow us on Facebook. 

 

HELPFUL TO KNOW 

If you’d like to join us for Sunday worship service live, please go to our 

Facebook page or YouTube and connect with the following link:   

http://upc-superior.com/youtube 

Please feel free to place any questions you may have by replying in the 

comments section (YouTube), or contact the church office by phone or 

email and request to be added to our email list.  

 

  PRAYER REQUEST 

The Pastor is always glad to share prayer requests during the Prayer Time 

during each worship service. You can share a prayer request online in the 

comments section (YouTube) and by contacting the church by email  

or phone.   

The Prayer Chain may be activated by calling 

Jan Heckman at 715-392-1072 (jan_KB9LTA@yahoo.com) or 

Dean Hecht at 715-398-6532. 

 

Choirmaster & Handbell Director   Jane Wester 
Church Secretary     Tiffany Willie 
Custodian      Beth Lisak 
Interim Director of Children,  
Youth & Family Ministries    Laura Foote 
Financial Secretary     Jan Letsos 
Organist & Pianist     Alexander Sandor 
Pastor       Rev. Brett M. Foote 
Treasurer      Christy Willmore 
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If you are at home, please light a candle to remind yourself of the presence 
of God. 
* Please rise in body or spirit 
 
PRELUDE      Alex Sandor 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
*INTROIT O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs. 1,6,7) #88 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: If life was a home, then we would pray— 
All: May love be the foundation. 
May God be the cornerstone. 
May the Spirit be the windows—ushering light in. 
And may hope be the walls—holding us together. 
One: In this hour of worship, let us work toward building that home  
together. 
All: We may not know the path ahead, but God is here, even now. 
One: Let us give thanks for a foundation of love. 
All: Let us worship Holy God, Amen. 
 

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE—Wittrock Family 
*Candles of Advent—Choir sing, congregation come in on refrain 
 Advent candles warm and bright, 
 fill the world with radiant light 
 Help us find the Promised One; 
 guide us to the child who will come 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

One:  Let us pray. 
All: Holy God, 

When John was born, Zechariah leaned down and whispered words of 
love into his ear.  
We know that you do the same for us, day in and day out, yet we fail to 
hear it. 

We forget that in the beginning we were made good. 
We doubt that we could possibly be enough. 
We hustle for our self-worth and wear ourselves out aiming for perfection. 

We deflect words of praise. 
We hide behind shiny first impressions. 
Forgive us. Trusting our worth is the hardest job. 
Open our ears as you open our hearts, 
so that we might rest on the foundation of goodness you have laid for us. 
Gratefully we pray, Amen. 
 
 

 

1 Adapted by Brett from an Affirmation of Faith by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | 

sanctifiedart.org.  

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: Family of faith, no matter how old we get, God continues to 

say to us: “You are loved; you are forgiven.” That is the foundation of our 

lives. That is the truth upon which we build our home. So breathe deeply. 

There is grace and peace here. Join me in proclaiming this good news: 

Because of Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection… 

 All:  We are all forgiven.  Amen. 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE 
You are invited to bless those around you with the words, “The peace of 
Christ be with you.” (You may pass the peace in the comments section if 
online. Say hello to one another. In person you may connect with others in 
a way that is comfortable with you.) 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN                Laura Foote 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                     Tara Wittrock 
 Old Testament Reading  Malachi 3:1-4  
 
SERMON  It’s Not About Me: Getting Out of the Way of God 
        Rev. Brett M. Foote 
 New Testament Reading  Luke 1:57-80  
 
*HYMN    O Come, All Ye Faithful  #133 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH1 

One: With the whole church let us confess our faith… 
 
A Modern Affirmation of Faith 
All: We believe in an inviting God 
Who invites the poor and the sick, 
The outcast and the lonely,  
The immigrant and the refugee, 
The awkward and the abrasive, The inconvenienced and the hurried, 
The people affected by disability and the able bodied, 
The young and the innocent. 
We believe God invites the best and the worst— 
In all of us. 
We believe God invites us to: 
A life of faith, 
A crowded table,  
A messy church,  

 
 
 



A deeper truth,  
A resilient joy, 
A place to belong, 
A family among strangers,  
A world that is just, 
And a love that knows no bounds. 
We believe this invitation exists for all people.  
We believe this invitation exists for us. And when we miss the call or 
ignore the invite, We believe that God invites us again. Thanks be to 
God for that invitational Spirit. Amen        
 
OFFERING 
MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP & MISSION 
OFFERTORY      Alex Sandor 
*RESPONSE For the Life that You Have Given  #717    
      

PRAYER OVER OFFERING 
 One:  Let us bless these gifts.        
 All: God who whispers words of love to us, we offer all our gifts 
to you, our lives, our passions and so much more. Bless these tithes and 
offerings. Bless our mission and vision as the church, as we reach out 
with our neighbors for the betterment of our community. May we be 
good stewards of these gifts as we examine where they go and may we 
be generous neighbors. May new life thrive in each heart and may we 
in our giving be a part of that. Help us to connect with and care for our 
community so that Superior, Duluth, and the surrounding areas may 
know God’s love. In the name of the Holy Trinity,  Amen  
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

       Invitation to Holy Communion 
 
COMMUNION HYMN     I Come With Joy   #515 
       
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

One:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
One:  Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them up to God. 
One:  Let us give thanks to God most High. 
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
One: Praise to You, O God, for all of Your works. 
You created the world and called it good 
and made us in Your image to live together in love. 
You made a covenant with us, 
and even when we turned from You, 
You remained ever faithful. 
You taught Your disciples to pray by saying… 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day, our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the glory and the power, forever. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 

You are invited to participate in this sacrament regardless of age, church affili-
ation, or location. We invite you to use what elements you have near you at 
home, preferably bread and grape juice. Please do not let having those spe-
cific items preclude you from participating in this sacrament. Please use what 
is available. At home we invite you to serve one another or yourself using the 
words “The Bread of Heaven” for the bread and “The Cup of Salvation” for the 
juice in whatever form they take after the pastor has spoken the words of in-
stitution. Here at the church we invite you to take your individual cups as you 
come into the church, and follow the above pattern. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 One:  Let us give thanks. 
 All:  With this bread of life and cup of salvation, O God, You have 
brought us into Christ’s presence, united us with Him, and bound us to 
each other.  Now send us out, empowered by Your Holy Spirit, that we 
may be Your light and love in the world.  Amen.  
 
Prayers to be Shared   Please email the church with your prayer requests 
or share them in the comments section. (YouTube) 
      Silent Prayer 
      Pastoral Prayer 
 
*CLOSING HYMN Walk in the Light— Choir sing, congregation come 
in on refrain  
 Walk in the light, walk in the light, 
 with our faith to carry us on 
 Walk in the light, walk in the light, 
 it will lead us to God's Son. 
 
*BENEDICTION  
*POSTLUDE       Alex Sandor 

THE LORD’S SUPPER is open to all Christians. Celebrating the Eucharist is 
not a right conferred upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the 
undeserving who come in curiosity, faith, repentance, and love. In 
preparing to be brought into the presence of Christ in this Sacrament, the 
person confesses sin and brokenness, seeks reconciliation with God and 
neighbor, and trusts in Jesus Christ for cleansing and renewal. Even one 
who doubts, or whose trust is wavering, comes to the Table to be assured 
of God’s love and grace in Jesus Christ.  



NEW TESTAMENT READING                 Luke 1:57-80  

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy 
to her, and they rejoiced with her. 

On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were go-
ing to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, ‘No; he is 
to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this 
name.’ Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name 
he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His 
name is John.’ And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear 
came over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about 
throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them pon-
dered them and said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, 
the hand of the Lord was with him. 

Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this 
prophecy: 
‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
   for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
   in the house of his servant David, 
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
   that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all 
who hate us. 
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
   and has remembered his holy covenant, 
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
   to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
   before him all our days. 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
   for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
   by the forgiveness of their sins. 
By the tender mercy of our God, 
   the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
   to guide our feet into the way of peace.’ 

The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness 
until the day he appeared publicly to Israel. 

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE? 

At United Presbyterian Church, we offer many  
opportunities to give of yourself to glorify God.   

If you’d like to donate online vs. mailing the weekly  
offering to the church, you can do so at the following link: 

https://www.upc-superior.com/donate  

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Malachi 3:-14 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says 
the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who 
can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and re-
fine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

https://www.upc-superior.com/donate


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DONATE TO THE UPC COMMUNITY GARDEN PROJECT! 
The UPC Community Garden Project’s fundraising campaign through Seed-
Money is happening now through December 15.  At the campaign's conclu-
sion, SeedMoney will award 270 grants ranging from $100 to $1000.  If we 
raise enough money compared to the 430 other participating projects, we 
will be awarded one of these grants.  We will use the funds we raise, plus 
any grant money received, for seeds, plants, dirt, fertilizer, tools, and the 
like.  So please go to https://donate.seedmoney.org/6671/united-
presbyterian-church-community-garden and donate to our project 
NOW!  If you need assistance to give online, Deborah Schlacks will be avail-
able after the church service today to help.  Questions?  Contact Deborah 
at 218-348-6032 or at desertswan@aol.com.  
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE SNOW SHOVELING BRIGADE 
Are you looking for a way to serve the congregation and our community?  
The Snow Shoveling Brigade needs your help to keep the pathways from 
the parking lot to the three main entry doors at United Presbyterian 
Church clear of snow this winter. We are looking for volunteers to sign up 
for a time once a week to clear snow if it falls and accumulates by that 
time.  The times are 8 am and 11 am each day.  If there is no snow, the vol-
unteer does not need to come to shovel.   
We hope to get 14 volunteers to clear the snow as needed at those times.  
If 14 people volunteer, each person would be responsible to clear snow 
only once a week.  If someone would like to sign up for multiple times, that 
is fine as well.  But many hands make light work. 

There will be a signup sheet in the back of the Narthex after church for you 
to pick the time you can shovel, or you can call Eric Schlacks at 218-269-
6678 to sign up. 
 
SEEKING AN INTERIM NURSERY WORKER 
UPC will soon launch a search to hire a Nursery Worker with the hope of 
having the position filled in early January 2022.  In the meantime, we are 
looking to hire someone on an interim basis to start as soon as possi-
ble.  The Interim Nursery Worker will provide childcare on Sunday morn-
ings from 9:40-11:30 am, and, if available and interested, also for special 
events such as the Christmas Eve services and other Advent events. The 
pay is $14-17 per hour, depending on experience.  If interested, please 
contact Deborah Schlacks, Personnel Committee Chair, as soon as possi-
ble for a job description and information on required and preferred qualifi-
cations.  She can be reached at 218-348-6032 or at desertswan@aol.com. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CURRENT COVID PROCEDURES 
Session unanimously voted to encourage masking for all people due to the 
rise of variants in neighboring counties. We will continue to sing in wor-
ship, but we encourage the use of masks during all parts of the service, for 
all people, vaccinated or unvaccinated. 
Session is hoping that, with the proper precautions, we can continue to 
worship safely in person. 
 
ICU NEEDS 
We are currently asking for donations of hand warmers, mittens, hats, 
wool socks, and scarves for the Inclusive Care Unit. Please bring in new 
items or very gently used ones. Items that are worn out will not be consid-
ered. Please bring in donations during office hours. Thank you!   

VOLLEYBALL 
Volleyball will be played every Sunday between 6pm -7:30pm in the UPC 
gym. The church suggests you wear a mask, especially if you have not been 
vaccinated. Come join the fun and bring another player along.  
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School continues to take place every week in the Sunday School 
room on Sundays at 9:15 AM. All Elementary age kids are welcome to join 
us! 
 
CHANCEL CHOIR AND BELL REHEARSALS 
Chancel Choir rehearsals will take place Sundays at 8:45 AM, and Bell Choir 
will rehearse at 11:30 AM.  
 
NOTICE FROM PHYLLIS FLAHERTY 
Tom & I will be making Belgian Cookies to sell again this year starting Nov 
21. They will still be $5.00 for two dozen, and the money generated will be 
given to the UPC Women's group. 
I will bring a basket of packaged cookies  each Sunday starting Nov. 21 
through Dec.19th.  If you wish to pre-order my phone # is 715-398-6021.   
E-mail: pflaherty12@charter.net and I am also on Facebook.  
 
CONFIRMATION 
12/5—8:45 AM Breakfast and Christmas pageant practice,  
 11:30 AM Confirmation  
12/12—8:45 AM Breakfast and Christmas pageant practice,  

 11:30 AM Confirmation,  

 3 PM Blue Christmas Service (which is not a CYF event, this is for 
everyone!) 



United Presbyterian Church Weekly Calendar 
 
SUNDAY 12/5 
8:45 AM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
8:45 AM CYF Breakfast & Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
10:00 AM Morning Worship 
11:45 AM Bell Choir Rehearsal 
6 PM Volleyball 
 
MONDAY  12/6 
3:45-8 PM Piano Lessons 
 
TUESDAY 12/7 
4 PM Worship Committee 
6:15 PM Finance Meeting 
4-8 PM Piano Lessons 
                                                                
WEDNESDAY 12/8 
12 PM Staff Meeting (Zoom) 
3-7 PM Piano Lessons 
4 PM F&O Meeting 
4-6 PM CSA Pickup 
 
THURSDAY 12/9 
6:30 PM B&G Meeting (In person & Zoom) 
7 PM AA Meetings 
 
FRIDAY  12/10 
 
SATURDAY 12/11 

Birthdays This Week 
12/6 Phyllis Flaherty 
12/8 Carol Baker 
12/8 Marian Lanigan 
12/8 Ron Underdale 
12/9 Aidan Pennington 

LOOKING AHEAD 

December 12  Blue Christmas service 

   Hotdish Initiative 
December 19  Community Dinner 


