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HELPFUL TO KNOW 
If you’d like to join virtually, please connect with the following link:   

http://upc-superior.com/youtube                                                                           
(If you are here in person we offer hearing assistance devices-see             

technology desk.)                                   

NURSERY                                                                                                                       
Our nursery is open 15 minutes before the service begins for children who 

are newborn through 4 years old.  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH                                                                                              
After the Passing the Peace portion of our service, children ages 5 through 

5th grade are invited to meet by the round table in the narthex for            
Children’s Church. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                                                                                          
The Pastor is always glad to share prayer requests during the worship        

service. Share a request in the comments section. Additionally, the Prayer 
Chain may be activated by calling Dorothy Burriss 817-715-0968 

(macb.dlb@sbcglobal.net) or Dean Hecht at 715-919-1325.   

RIDE SHARE                                                                                                                    
Need a ride? Please check the bulletin board by the fire extinguisher in the 

narthex.                                                                              
  

 Choirmaster & Handbell Director  Jane Wester                                
 Church Secretary    Reese Stariha 
 Custodian     Mariah Weiss 
 Director of Spiritual Formation    Laura Foote 
 Financial Secretary    Cathy Hecht                                                                       
 Interim Treasurer    Dawn Long  
 Nursery Coordinators    Andrew Lisak, Gretchen Schiek, & Melinda Yingling 
 Organist & Pianist    Alexander Sandor 
 Pastor       Rev. Brett M. Foote                         
                                                                                                                        
 Cover Art: Zechariah and the Angel by Hannah Garrity. 
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If you’re joining us online, please light a candle to remind yourself of the 
presence of God. 
* Please rise in body or spirit.   
 

If the text is bolded, everyone is invited to say the words in unison. 
 

PRELUDE                          Alex Sandor                          
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS           
 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                             
One: On Sundays and Mondays, 
   All: on good days and bad days, 
One: early in the morning and very late at night, 
   All: here in this room, and out in the world, God, we long for you to 

break in. 
One: Meet us in this space. 
   All: Surprise us with your presence. 
One: Fill this room with your good news. 
   All: With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen! 
 
INTROIT        Chancel Choir 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING  The Johnson Family 
 
 *PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
One: Ever-present God,  
   All: We long to feel you close. We long to feel your presence in our lives. 

We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this 
world. 

One: However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough to feel you 
in our midst.  

   All: Forgive our rushing and distractions. Forgive our wandering hearts, 
and center us in this space. Remind us that even in the time of Herod, 
even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen.  

 
*WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
One: Family of faith, even when we doubt God’s presence, 

even when we fail to notice God’s fingerprints in this world, God is al-
ways moving closer to us. Hear and believe the good news this Advent 
season: Nothing can keep God’s love away. 

   All: We are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen.  
 
      

*PASSING THE PEACE                                                                                       
You are invited to bless those around you with the words, “The peace of 
Christ be with you." In response, you may say, "And also with you!" (you 
may pass the peace in the comments section) 
 

Children are invited to gather by the round table in the narthex for  
Children's Church.   
 

*RESPONSE    Prepare the Way of the Lord (3x)          #95   
 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS             Tom Vosburgh 

Old Testament     Lamentations 3: 55-57 
New Testament     Luke 1: 5-13 
 

Sermon          How Long?     Jocelyn Langholz                   
 

OFFERING  
OFFERTORY               Alex Sandor 
*RESPONSE   Jesus, Jesus, O What a Wonderful Child             #126 
 

*PRAYER OVER OFFERING  
   All: Ever-present God, We long to encounter you anew, yet we 

remember you are already with us. You show up in the lives of those 
around us, in the resources we share, in the moments of longing and 
the moments of joy. May the gifts we offer be blessed to welcome 
Christ in this place, in this time, among this community. May we 
seize every opportunity to embody your love alongside all our 
neighbors, strangers, and kin. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
One: Inbreaking God, As we read the story of Zechariah in the temple, 

we remember that  
   All: you are a God that draws near. 
One: You are a God that breaks into the messy middle of our lives  
   All: to offer hope, love, and good news. 
One: Your are a God who sees our fears 
   All: and offers words of comfort. 
One: So once more, present God, 
   All: we bow our heads. 
One: Once more 
   All: we quiet our racing or wandering thoughts. 
One: Once more 
   All: we allow our spirits to lean toward you 
One: like trees in the wind. And as we do, we bring you our prayers: 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (Here’s our suggested version, but feel free to pray the 
version you are most familiar with.)    
   All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen.  

 
 

*SENDING SONG  My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout      #100                    

*BENEDICTION  

Liturgy adapted from A Sanctified Art, LLC 

 



WAYS TO SERVE 
There are plenty of ways to get involved here at United!                                                                

*Sign-up sheets are in the narthex.                                                                    

• Coffee Hour*—Make coffee and bring treats for everyone. 

• Liturgist*—Being a liturgist is a great opportunity to get involved by 
leading the church in our scripture readings and our call to worship. 

• Crafters Group—Every Wednesday at 10:00 AM in the crafting room  
inside the Fellowship Hall. Contact the office to learn more. 

• Community Dinner—Volunteer for our Community Dinner the third 
Sunday in October, February, June, and August. To learn more, contact 
the office or Dawn Long at 218-590-9376. 

• Nursery—Come spend time with our babies and toddlers in the nursery 
during the Sunday service! You will serve with a Nursery Coordinator 
once or twice a month (your choice). Contact Laura at                  
laura.foote@upc-superior.com to learn more or sign up. A background 
check is required.  

• Children's Church—Come support our young ones as they grow in their 
faith during Children's Church! This takes place during the Sunday ser-
vice. You can volunteer once or twice a month (your choice). Contact 
Laura at laura.foote@upc-superior.com to learn more or sign up. A 
background check is required. 

• Technology/AV Desk—Volunteer to run the AV on a rotating, weekly, or 
monthly basis. Training will be provided! Questions? Contact Mac      
Burriss 304-890-2375. 

• Hotdish Initiative—We’re looking for volunteers to help distribute meals 
to individuals and families in need. If you’re looking to help out or learn 
more, contact Jane Wester at 218-591-7633. 

• Christmas Baskets—We’re accepting donations for household items. To 
learn more about what’s needed, contact Dawn Long (218-590-9376) or 
Dorothy Burriss (817-715-0968). Thank you for your generosity and       
support! 

WAYS TO LEARN, GROW, & GET INVOLVED 

• Pickleball—Every Tuesday & Thursday at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship 
Hall at UPC. All are welcome! 

• Volleyball—Every Sunday at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall at UPC. 

• Men’s Breakfast—First Saturday of each month at 9:00 AM at Superior 
Family Restaurant. Questions? Contact Tom Lisak at 218-348-5390. 

• Presbyterian Women—Meet the first Wednesday of every month 
(except January, February, and July) at 9:30 AM. December and June 
meetings are lunches at 12:30 PM. To learn more, contact Bonnie Wallin 
at 715-392-7029. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
OLD TESTAMENT                  Lamentations 3: 55-57 
3:55 I called on your name, O Lord, from the depths of the pit; 
56 you heard my plea, “Do not close your ear to my cry for help, but give 
me relief!” 57 You came near when I called on you; you said, “Do not 
fear!”     

NEW TESTAMENT                          Luke 1: 5-13                 
1:5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechari-
ah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended 
from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them 
were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the com-
mandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 But they had no children be-
cause Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 8 Once 
when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of du-
ty, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to 
enter the sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the 
incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying out-
side. 11 Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the 
right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was ter-
rified, and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not 
be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth 
will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 

 

                    

  

   
 
 

 

 

 
 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
                                                                             
 
SUNDAY 11/30                             MONDAY 12/1                                              
8:45 AM Chancel Choir                 2:30 PM Piano Lessons                           
Coffee Hour     3:30 PM Fellowship & Outreach 
3:00 PM Christmas Concert                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                
TUESDAY 12/2    WEDNESDAY 12/3                                     
10:00 AM Pickleball    10:00 AM Crafters Group                                  
1:00 PM AA Meeting              12:00 PM Staff Meeting                                     
5:00 PM Bell Choir                                       12:30 PM PW Meeting                     
      2:00 PM CSA Pick-up                  
      4:00 PM Piano Lessons 
      4:30 PM Deacons Meeting 
      6:00 PM Book Club                                                                   
          
THURSDAY 12/4     FRIDAY 12/5                                                                                                                  
10:00 AM Pickleball            
3:30 PM Piano Lessons 
4:00 PM Kickstarters Soccer 
5:15 PM Worship Committee 
5:30 Munch Bunch                                
 
SATURDAY 12/6 
9:00 AM Men’s Breakfast  

                                                                       
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Birthdays This Week      
12/3—Katie Grymala                           
12/6—Phyllis Flaherty                         
12/8—Marian Lanigan                        
12/8—Ron Underdale 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT                                                                                       
Join us for music and celebration as pianist Alex Sandor and guitarist/
vocalist Tom O’Hara present a special Christmas concert in the church 
sanctuary next Sunday, November 30, at 3:00 PM. There will be coffee 
and cookies to follow. 
 

SHOE DRIVE 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church is holding a shoe drive to help fund their 
monthly Sunday night community meals. Shoes can be tied together or 
secured with rubber bands and placed in the bin in the narthex. Drop 
off any time—and please tell your friends, neighbors, and coworkers. 
Anyone who wears shoes can help! 
 

BREAD SALES                                                                                                            
Watch for Susan’s homemade bread sales! All proceeds will go toward 
the upcoming mission trip to North Carolina. 

2026 UPC COMMUNITY GARDEN FUNDRAISING HAPPENING NOW!     
Fundraising for the 2026 UPC Community Garden started on November 
15 will continue until December 15. Help us raise money for seeds, dirt, 
supplies, and more through Seedmoney.org! This organization awards 
grants to nonprofit community garden projects like ours that use its 
platform for fundraising. Visit https://donate.seedmoney.org/12547/
united-presbyterian-church-community-garden to make your donation. 
If you need assistance in doing so, it will be available after the services 
on Dec. 7 and 14.   

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN                                                                                   
The December meeting of UPC’s Presbyterian Women will be a lunch 
on Wednesday, December 3rd at 12:30 at Ace’s. All women are         
cordially invited to attend. Contact Bonnie Wallin for reservations.  

MUNCH BUNCH                                                                                                         
Join us for our upcoming Munch Bunch December 4, at 5:30 PM. We’ll 
be having dinner at Barker’s Waterfront Grille located at 300 Marina 
Dr, Superior, WI. Sign up sheets are in the narthex. Contact the office 
with any questions. 

VOLLEYBALL                                                                                                                       
There will be no volleyball in the gym tonight. We look forward to                
seeing you all at the Christmas Concert! 

   

        

        

      

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE? 
At United Presbyterian Church, we offer many  

opportunities to give of yourself to glorify God.   
From signing up to volunteer to donating financially, if you’d like to support 

the mission and vision of the church, you can do so at the following link:   

https://www.upc-superior.com/donate 

https://www.upc-superior.com/donate
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