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HELPFUL TO KNOW 
If you’d like to join virtually, please connect with the following link:   

http://upc-superior.com/youtube                                                                           
(If you are here in person we offer hearing assistance devices-see             

technology desk.)                                   

NURSERY                                                                                                                       
Our nursery is staffed with two adults who have background checks and in-
fant and child CPR certifications. The nursery is open 15 minutes before the 

service begins for children who are newborn through 4 years old.  

PARTICIPATING IN OR ASSISTED WITH THE SERVICE                                                                         
  

Megan Birk   Music—Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Johanna Halonen  Music—Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Rev. Sean Koos     Our Savior’s Lutheran Church &                                    
    Concordia Lutheran Church  
Lorelei Holland  Music—Pilgrim Lutheran Church  
Rev. Tanner Howard  Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Rev. Sarah Gunderson Zion Lutheran Church 
Sister Gretchen Johnston Music—Zion Lutheran Church 
Mac Burriss   Technology—United Presbyterian Church 
Laura Foote   United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Brett M. Foote  United Presbyterian Church 
Andrew Lisak   Nursery—United Presbyterian Church 
Alex Sandor   Music—United Presbyterian Church 
Jane Wester             Music—United Presbyterian Church          
  
 Cover Art: Revealed through Nonviolence by Lauren Wright Pittman 
 Inspired by Luke 22:47-53; Luke 23:33-38, 44-46 11”x14” Gouache &                        
 colored pencils on paper.  
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If you’re joining us online, please light a candle to remind yourself of the 
presence of God. 
*Please rise in body or spirit.   
 

If the text is bolded, everyone is invited to say the words in unison. 
 

PRELUDE                          Alex Sandor                          

WELCOME ON BEHALF OF THE MINISTERIUM 
 
 

*CALL  TO WORSHIP & INTROIT          Your Only Son  #518                          
  

*PRAYER OF ADORATION & CONFESSION 
One: Holy One, some of us have struggled, stumbled, and sprinted towards 

Holy Week. Some of us wonder if violence could ever give us a “Good” 
Friday. Still, we are here and we give You thanks for the story, a story 
about Christ, the One who has changed our lives and given us so much. 

   All: We praise You for the good news of the gospel, all of it, even in those 
moments where it doesn’t seem so good. 

One: Forgive us Holy God on this dark day, when we celebrate violence and 
hate or even result to it, to settle a score ourselves. 

   All: Forgive us in your mercy. 
One: We get things wrong and we miss the mark. 
   All: In Your mercy, soften our hearts and mend the broken places in our 

lives and communities. 
One: Collectively ground us in grace, justice, and love with hope for a better 

tomorrow. 
   All: We pray all this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
   
THE PASSION ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
Matthew 27:1-10 This Is The Night    #206 
Matthew 27:11-23 They Crucified My Lord   #219 
Matthew 27:24-26 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  #221 
Matthew 27:27-31 Alas, And Did My Savior Bleed  #212 
Matthew 27:32-44 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  #223 
Matthew 27:45-54 Beneath the Cross of Jesus   #216 
 
REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISMS AND THE FORGIVENESS WE EXPERIENCE 
                                                                
 
 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: Friends there is a lot that has gone wrong in our lives and in the life of 

the world. 
   All: We’ve offered it all to God. 
One: Rightly you should. Witness and believe the good news of the gospel: 

God is a God of mercy and grace. Because of Christ’s birth, life, death 
and resurrection 

   All: We are all forgiven. 
One: Thanks be to God… 
   All: For yet another place where we can say, God is here and God for-

gives. Amen. 
 
COMMUNITY CHOIR       Who Is The Lamb? 
                              

                              

 

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP & MISSION                                                              
 
 

COMMUNITY OFFERING  
OFFERTORY                    Alex Sandor 
*RESPONSE    Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  #606 
 
*PRAYER OVER OFFERING 
One: Let us bless these gifts. 
   All: God of who dies for us to liberate us from sin and shame, thank You 

for Your unwavering grace. May we always reach out to our neigh-
bors, whoever they are, wherever they are from, with care. Help us 
to give of our time, talents, and treasures as we serve the Superior 
community. May we live Your expansive love. We give You thanks 
for all of these gifts and what they mean for the kingdom of God. 
Send Your Spirit so we can connect with, serve, and care for our 
congregations, Superior community, and world. May we each be 
able to share the good news that Christ is at work in our communi-
ties! Amen. 

 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (Here’s our suggested version, but feel free to pray the 
version you are most familiar with.)    
   All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen.  

 

*CLOSING HYMN      What Wondrous Love Is This       #215 
 

*BENEDICTION  
 

*POSTLUDE     Via Dolorosa                        Johanna Halonen & Megan Birk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 
MATTHEW 27:1-54                          

27:1 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the peo-
ple conferred together against Jesus in order to bring about his 
death. 2 They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate 
the governor. 3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, 
he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
priests and the elders. 4 He said, “I have sinned by betraying inno-
cent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to it your-
self.” 5 Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed, 
and he went and hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces 
of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are 
blood money.” 7 After conferring together, they used them to buy the 
potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. 8 For this reason that field has 
been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was fulfilled what had 
been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty 
pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on 
whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, 10 and they gave them 
for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” 11 Now Jesus stood 
before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the 
Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief 
priests and elders, he did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you 
not hear how many accusations they make against you?” 14 But he gave 
him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 
greatly amazed. 15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to 
release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that 
time they had a notorious prisoner called Jesus  Barabbas. 17 So after they 
had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for 
you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he real-
ized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19 While 
he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have 
nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great 
deal because of a dream about him.” 20 Now the chief priests and the el-
ders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 
killed. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want 
me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, 
“Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them 
said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he 
done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 24 So when 
Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was beginning, 
he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am 
innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 Then the people as 
a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 So he re-
leased Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he handed him over to 
be crucified. 27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the gov-
ernor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around 
him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,  
 
 

29 and after twisting some thorns into a crown they put it on his head. 
They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, 
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on him and took the reed 
and struck him on the head. 31 After mocking him, they stripped him of 
the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to cru-
cify him. 32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene 
named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. 33 And when 
they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a 
Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he 
tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, 
they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 36 then they 
sat down there and kept watch over him. 37 Over his head they put the 
charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
38 Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on 
his left. 39 Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40 and 
saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 
cross.” 41 In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes 
and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot 
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross 
now, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him 
now, if he wants to, for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” 44 The rebels who 
were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. 45 From 
noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the after-
noon. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” 47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is 
calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it 
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the 
others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save 
him.” 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his 
last. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from 
top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs 
also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and 
entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54 Now when the centuri-
on and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 
earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this 
man was God’s Son!” 














