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Laura Foote, Director of Spiritual Formation, lmfoote.upc@gmail.com 

 United,  
 
Our April has been vibrant and full of life!  
 
Along with our Easter Sunrise Service and breakfast, we had our Easter Egg Hunt! 
One way to feel the life and hope of the resurrected Jesus is by way of kiddos run-
ning and hopping all about in search of colorful eggs.  
 
The Sunday after Easter was Confirmation Sunday! I am so incredibly proud of 
Claire, Josiah, Ashton, Aiden, Owen and Joey. They have worked hard and did a 
beautiful job leading the service. United, we are blessed to have had them officially 
join the church! Each student had a mentor to journey alongside them. In honor of 
these mentors we have planted a Serviceberry tree (check out the photo below!). 
This tree reminds us that we thrive together. We need one another. 
And interdependence is a beautiful thing—something to be celebrated.  
 
We will launch the month of May with Camp Sunday! In June, United will be joining 
in the work of the Ministerium to host Vacation Bible School! Check out the 
attached flyer for more information. Summer is coming my friends, buckle up.  
 
With Joy,  
Laura 
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 Dave Larson 5/5  

Cathy Hecht 5/7  

Stormy Walker 5/7  

Josiah Brady-Kopnick 5/8  

Annika Nikoi 5/9  

Irene Eskelson 5/17  

Trent Anderson 5/19  

Pam McGraw 5/20  

Dorothy Burriss 5/22  

Laura Petite 5/26  

Deb Emery 5/27  

At United Presbyterian Church, we offer many 
opportunities to give of yourself to glorify 
God. From signing up to volunteer to donating 
financially, if you’d like to support the mission 
and vision of the church you can do so at the 
following link:   

https://www.upc-superior.com/donate 

 FELLOWSHIP & OUTREACH 
 Monday, May 5th at 3:30 PM 
WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 Tuesday, May 6th at 4:30 PM 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 Wednesday, May 7th at 9:30 AM 
DEACONS MEETING  
 Wednesday, May 7th at 4:30 PM 
BUILDING & GROUNDS 
 Thursday, May 8th at 4:30 PM 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 Monday, May 12th at 5:00 PM 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 Wednesday, May 14th at 6:15 PM 
SESSION MEETING 
 Thursday, May 15th at 6:15 PM 
MISSION COMMITTEE 
 Monday, May 19th at 6:01 PM        
 
STAFF MEETING– Wednesday, May 7th & 21st    
at 12:00 PM (Zoom) 
AA MEETING– Every Tuesday 1:00 PM 
         

A note from the office, please be diligent in 
getting the information or articles for the UP-
Beat to the office by the deadline. 

 

 Thursday,  May 22nd  

          
 In Our Thoughts and Prayers . .  
 

NEW PERSPECTIVES, Superior, WI  
     Ken Aker 
     Fran Brice 
     Gloria Neuman 
     Ron & Bev Underdale 
     Susan Litehiser 
RACINE, WI                                                                           
 Dorothy Granfors 
IN THE MILITARY  
    Christopher Voss 
VILLA MARINA, Superior, WI 
    Janice Parish                                                   
MIDDLE RIVER ASPEN, Superior, WI                
 Anita Anderson 
 

 

If you would like to fill any vacancies… 
The sign up sheets are available at the back of 
the narthex. Dates through July of 2025 are 
posted. You may also call or email the office 
to sign up for a vacant date if you would like.  

5/4—Jane Wester                            
5/11—Acacia Nikoi                                        
5/18—Jill Harnstrom                                    
5/25—Vacant                                                                                     

WATCH WORSHIP ONLINE: 

http://upc-superior.com/youtube 

6/1—Tom Vosburgh                                  
6/8—LaShawn Rush         
6/15—Vacant                                
6/22—Vacant                       
6/29—Vacant 

https://www.upc-superior.com/donate
http://upc-superior.com/youtube


We will continue to collect the following items 
for donation totes.  
  
• Household cleaning and personal hygiene 

supplies. Any question? Contact Dawn 
Long at 218-590-9376. 

 
Thanks to everyone for your continued              

support. 
-Mission Committee 

 The Spiritual Formation Committee is lead by staff member Laura Foote. The co-chairs are 
Elders Melinda Yingling and Jill Harnstrom. Kirsten Standen leads the meetings and our com-
mittee consists of 8 people.                                                                                                                                       
 Our mission: The Spiritual Formation Committee exists to uplift  the mission of the church 
by focusing on spiritual formation programs, activities, outreach, and community development 
for all ages and stages of life. Confirmation is one of the programs that we oversee. Laura Foote 
leads the group and it consists of confirmation students, mentors, members of the church, and 
Pastor Brett Foote.                                                                                                                                                   
 During the confirmation process, the six students attended different churches, a syna-
gogue, and a mosque. They also worked side by side with their mentors in various functions and 
activities of the church then attend a retreat before they were confirmed. I had the privilege and 
opportunity to co-lead the retreat in Ely, Minnesota this year with Laura Foote. A group of 5 
young men attended the retreat. It was a time of getting to know one another, breaking bread to-
gether, playing various games, hikes, looking at ice sculptures, studying God’s word and growing 
together spiritually. At the end of the retreat, the young 
men worked on their Statement of Faith for the confirma-
tion class of 2025. This retreat  and other activities are 
made possible from the gifts and offerings of UPC. Every 
year we put together a budget based on our needs and the 
regular offerings of UPC throughout the year. 

Keeping the Faith, 

Jill 

What is your favorite thing in life? That is God.                          
(Owen Schulz)  

In the run-up to our October kickoff luncheon 
for the 2026 Stewardship campaign, we are 
taking some time to introduce the com-
mittees who are at hands and feet of UPC. 
Each month, one committee will talk about 
what they do and how their work makes a 
difference at UPC and in the greater Superior 
community. Essentially, your tithe and offer-
ing dollars at work. May is Spiritual For-
mation. Below you can read on to see what 
they are doing and what could be possible 
with increased funding. 

Our next Community Dinner will be a grill out 
along with a cornhole tournament on Sunday, 
June 15th at 4:00p. Be on the lookout for sign 
up sheets in the narthex.  

 



 • Pickleball every Tuesday and Thursday 
10:00 AM. 

• Volleyball every Sunday night at 6:00 
PM. 

• Hike Osaugie Trail May 4th, at 12:30 PM. 
Meet at the pier on Barker’s Island. 

• Munch Bunch at Log Cabin on Highway E 
in Superior, May 7th, at 5:00 PM. 

The monthly gathering of UPC’s Presbyterian 
Women will be held on Wednesday, May 7, 
2025 at 9:30 at the church. Hostesses will be 
Judy Evenstad and Cathy Hecht. Devotions by 
Susan Litehiser. All women are cordially invit-
ed to attend.  

 

 The Crafters Group will meet every   
Wednesday in the Library at 10 AM. Please 
feel free to come join us with whatever craft 
project you would like to work on. We will 
not be doing organized activities, just work-
ing on our own crafts and enjoying each 
other’s company. Join us for as long as you 
would like, whether that be 15 minutes, an 
hour, or more! Direct any questions to Lon-
da Hatch, at 651-338-4030. If you prefer to 
work with yarn instead of fabric, the craft-
ing group welcomes you too!  We even have 
a plethora of donated skeins waiting for you 
to work some magic with!  

Spring gathering and annual meeting for the 
Presbytery of Northern Waters Presbyterian 
Women will be held Friday, May 16th starting 
at 6:30 PM and Saturday, May 17th starting at 
9:30 AM. The event is being held at First Pres-
byterian Church, 2112 Rudolph Road– Eau 
Claire, WI 54701. RSVP by Friday, May 9th by 
emailing office@fpcec.org or calling Rebecca 
at First Presbyterian Church: 715-832-1011. 
For more information see the flyer hanging in 
the narthex. 

Thanks to all those who have volunteered to 
be gardeners in the 2025 UPC Community 
Garden! All containers have been adopt-
ed. Next up: 

• We hope to have a work session on        
Sunday, May 4, if weather will permit, at 
which to work on expanding our fencing 
and doing other garden-related tasks. We'll 
be looking for volunteers to help with this 
work. Watch the bulletin for more news of 
these plans. 

• The Community Garden Kick-Off on       
Sunday, May 18, after church. We'll have a 
church-wide salad potluck. Then the gar-
deners and anyone else who is interested 
will hear from a gardening expert, and gar-
deners will receive their seeds. A sign-up 
sheet for the potluck is in the narthex. You 
can sign up to bring a salad or a dessert. 
Please join us for a great time celebrating 
the start of year 4 of our garden! 

The Presbyterian Women are planning a rum-
mage sale on Friday, June 6 from 3-6 and Sat-
urday, June 7 from 8-12. Set up will be on 
Thursday, June 5. Start setting aside your un-
wanted and unneeded items. Do not bring 
your items to the church before June 1. No 
electronics!   



 UPC, 
 Here are just a few pictures from April that I loved: (# 1) Easter Sunrise, We had a beautiful 
Easter sunrise service over the lake again this year. What started as just a meaningful gathering for 
those in our congregation has grown into a beloved community event that we celebrate with the 
churches of Superior. It’s grown so much, that for the first time, we ran out of bulletins for the 
service! 
 (#2) Here I am, Easter morning with one of the esteemed chefs, Cameron Campbell who 
cooked our Easter breakfast! There were several other chefs and bakers who helped make that 
morning possible and I give thanks for each and every one of them. I’m sorry I don’t have a pic-
ture with each of you (Owen, Jane, and Jeff!) I’m seriously blown away every time I see folks vol-
unteer at/for UPC here at the church or in the community. Your service is a sign and symbol of 
God at work in our community. You encourage me and you show me Christ each and every week! 
 (#3) The last photo is of the confirmation students, Laura, their families, mentors, and my-
self on confirmation Sunday. It was beautiful to watch them be confirmed and join the church as 
full members. It was beautiful to see them lead the congregation in worship. It was beautiful also 
to baptize one of the students with water from Lake Superior. The very next week after confirma-
tion, I heard from a student asking if they could be the liturgist again and from families mention-
ing how impactful and moving some of the music meant to them. Put plainly, Holy week and what 
followed was just incredibly special and so much wasn’t pictured 
 The UPBeat and worship will be slightly tweaked starting in May! A large part of our Leader-
ship Retreat this last year focused on Stewardship. We realized, in part, that we haven’t been very 
good stewards of the stories of God at work here at UPC. Because of that, all of the committees 
are taking a month to share where they’ve noticed God at work in their work and they’ll also 
share a bit about what they do as a committee! In addition, you will notice committee leadership 
in Worship sharing about how God has been at work!  
 So much goes on here at UPC and we want to give everyone the best chance of partici-
pating. Now, each week you are receiving a: This Week At United. A short publication detailing ex-
actly what is happening this week at UPC. As we grow, we want to make sure we are communi-
cating all the happenings here! 
 In May we are hosting the Presbytery of Norther Waters, we will celebrate Camp Sunday, 
I’m personally leading a Pot Sticker cooking class, and we have our Garden Kickoff salad potluck to 
name just a few things. I hope you’ll join us for worship and more!  
 
Grace & Peace, 
Pastor Brett 
 
 
 

From the Pastor 
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