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WAYS TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

                        Call the church office at 715-392-4751. 

   Follow us on Facebook. 
 

HELPFUL TO KNOW 
If you’d like to join us for Sunday worship service live, please go to our 

Facebook page or YouTube and connect with the following link:   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIPZsQ5nMwmFfhUGn8zJ3sQ/videos 

 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to place any questions you may have by replying in the 
comments section (YouTube), or contact the church office by phone or 

email and request to be added to our email list.  

 
  PRAYER REQUEST 

The Pastor is always glad to share prayer requests during the Prayer Time 
during each worship service. You can share a prayer request online in the 

comments section (YouTube) and by contacting the church by email  
or phone.   

The Prayer Chain may be activated by calling 
Jan Heckman at 715-392-1072 (jan_KB9LTA@yahoo.com) or 

Dean Hecht at 715-398-6532. 
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Please light a candle to remind yourself of the presence of God. 
 
PRELUDE      Alex Sandor 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
ADVENT LIGHTING (Craven Family) 
RESPONSE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   #88  
                                                                   
INTROIT         Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  #93 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP     (Adapted from Psalm 65) 

One:  We give thanks to you, O God for the earth’s bounty. 
All:    For you are the one who answers our prayers! 
One:  To you all people will come, for you forgive our sins and 
wrongdoings. 
All:   Being welcomed in by you our God, we will be satisfied with 
the goodness of your house. 
One:  You visit the earth and water it, you bring forth plants and give 
us grain. 
All:  You crown the year with your bounty, the pastures of the wil-
derness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy. 

 
HYMN              My Soul Cries Out With a Joyful Shout            #100 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION     
 One:  Let us pray. 
 All: God of our paths and the seasons, we confess that when 
the paths of life are not so easy, we grumble. We confess that we 
often don’t expect life, joy, and hope in the midst of certain seasons. 
Forgive our grumblings. Forgive our lack of hope and trust in you. 
Help us, O God, to take the path set before us, even if it is a difficult 
one. Help us to expect life, love, and your presence in the most 
unlikely places. Heal us, transform us, and make yourself known 
through us. In the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: Family, sin brings death to us. However, God, in and 
through Jesus Christ provides life, and life to its fullest. Witness and 
believe the good news of the Gospel: because of Christ’s birth, life, 
death, and resurrection…  
 All:  We are all forgiven.  Amen. 

PASSING THE PEACE 
You are invited to bless those in the comments section with the words, 

“The peace of Christ be with you.” (Say hello to one another!) 
 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN                 Kathryn Craven  

SCRIPTURE READINGS                      Wayne Phelps 

 Old Testament Reading                                     Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19    

 

SERMON   “Odd Circumstances: Straight Paths "  Rev. Brett Foote 

 New Testament Reading                                 Mark 1:1-8  

 

HYMN             Shout to The North and The South  #319 

   

OFFERING 

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP & MISSION 

OFFERTORY      Alex Sandor 

RESPONSE  God We Honor You   #709 

 God, we honor you. God, we trust in you. 
 God, we worship and adore you. 
 Take what we bring, offered to you. 
 Teach us to show your abundant blessings. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen. 

PRAYER OVER OFFERING 

  One:  Let us bless these gifts.        

 All: God of timely paths, we offer all our gifts to you, our 

lives, our passions and so much more. Bless these tithes and offer-

ings. Bless our mission and vision as the church, as we reach out 

with our neighbors for the betterment of our community. May we 

be good stewards of these gifts and may we be generous neigh-

bors. Help us to connect with and care for our community so that 

Superior, Duluth, and the surrounding areas may know that they 

are loved by us and by God. In the name of the Holy Trinity,  Amen.  



          
 
 

 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
     All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day, our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as we forgive our  
debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
CLOSING HYMN       Change My Heart, O God  #695 
BENEDICTION  
POSTLUDE      Alex Sandor 

 NEW TESTAMENT READING     Mark 1:1-8  

OLD TESTAMENT READING                             Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

The Proclamation of John the Baptist 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

   who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

   “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight” ’, 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a bap-

tism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from 

the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 

were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jor-

dan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s 

hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 

wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I 

is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 

thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

Prayer for Israel’s Restoration 

To the leader: on Lilies, a Covenant. Of Asaph. A Psalm. 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
   you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 
   before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Stir up your might, 
   and come to save us! 

Restore us, O God; 
   let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

O Lord God of hosts, 
   how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 
You have fed them with the bread of tears, 
   and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
You make us the scorn of our neighbours; 
   our enemies laugh among themselves. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; 
   let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

 

TIME FOR PRAYER 

      Prayers to be Shared   Please email the church with your  

prayer requests or share them in the comments section. 

(YouTube) 

      Silent Prayer 

      Pastoral Prayer 

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
   the one whom you made strong for yourself. 
Then we will never turn back from you; 
   give us life, and we will call on your name. 

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
   let your face shine, that we may be saved. 



United Presbyterian Church Weekly Calendar 
 
SUNDAY 11/29 
10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship 
4:30-5:30 PM CYF Bonfire 
                                                          
MONDAY  11/30 
                                                    
TUESDAY 12/1 
5:15 Personnel Committee (Zoom) 
                                                                
WEDNESDAY 12/2 
12:00 Staff Meeting (Zoom) 
4-6 PM CSA Pickup 
4:00 PM Deacons Meeting (Zoom) 
 
THURSDAY 12/3 
4:30 PM CYF Meeting (Zoom) 
 
FRIDAY  12/4 
                                                 

SATURDAY 12/5 

 
                
 Birthdays This Week 

12/3 Katie Grymala 
12/3 Carol Mead 

                                           ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INCLUSIVE CARE UNIT 
Items needed for the Inclusive Care Unit! We currently need: Scarves, 
adult hats, gloves or mittens, and blankets. Drop them off at the 
church Monday-Friday between 12 P.M. and 4 P.M. 
 
CYF BONFIRE 
This evening, CYF will be hosting a bonfire in the parking lot from 4:30 
to 5:30! Wear your masks, and make sure to bring a flashlight! 
 
MITTEN TREE 
In the front entry way of the church, there is a hat and mitten tree set 
up and ready to be decorated with lots of hats and mittens for chil-
dren! If you have any donations, please drop them off Monday-Friday 
from 12-4 P.M. 
 
FIRE PITS NEEDED 
Fire pits are needed for our outdoor Christmas Eve Service! If you are 
able to loan yours to the church, please bring it into the church during 
office hours (Monday - Friday, 12-4 PM). Thank You! 
 
POINSETTIA ORDER FORMS 
Please have your poinsettia order forms and donations in by Sunday, 
December 6th! The forms went out in last month’s UPBeat, and this 
one. If you need another, please email the church office. 

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE? 

At United Presbyterian Church, we offer many  

opportunities to give of yourself to glorify God.   

If you’d like to donate online vs. mailing the weekly  

offering to the church, you can do so at the following link: 

https://www.upc-superior.com/donate 

LOOKING AHEAD 

TODAY    CYF Bonfire 

December 6   Poinsettia Forms & Donations Due! 

December 7   Donations due for Christmas Baskets 

https://www.upc-superior.com/donate







