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     From the Pastor... 

 

I love those small twinkling lights that shine in the winter darkness.  I have a 

string of white icicle lights across the big window in my family room.  They 

are not “Christmas lights.”  They are “winter lights.”  I plug them in almost 

every evening from just before Halloween until sometime mid-March or early 

April.  Their soft glow comforts me through the long, dark winter evenings. 

On Sunday, December 2, we will light the first candle on the Advent wreath.  

As nature moves us toward the longest, darkest night of the year, we light 

candles as a sign that God comes to us, not just in the physical darkness, but 

in whatever spiritual darkness we experience.  On the evening of December 2, 

our Jewish brothers and sisters will light the first Hanukkah candle and recall 

how God provided oil for light in the midst of darkness.  Within the next few 

weeks, other spiritual traditions will light candles that signify hope, joy,  

contentment, and/or virtue. 

The Rev. Gerhard Frost, Lutheran pastor,  

poet and theologian wrote this poem: 

If I am asked  

what are my grounds for hope, 

this is my answer:  

Light is lord over darkness, 

truth is lord over falsehood, 

life is lord over death. 

Of all the facts I daily live with, 

there’s none more comforting 

than this: If I have two rooms, 

one dark, the other light,  

and I open the door between them, 

the dark room becomes lighter 

without the light one 

becoming darker. I know 

this no headline, 

but it’s a marvelous footnote; 

and God comforts me in that. 

In the darkness of these days, maybe our candles are more than a footnote.  

Maybe it really is a headline—that people of faith still believe that light, truth 

and life prevail.    

In the winter darkness, shine on.  

                                        Blessings be to you and yours,   

                                                                                    Pastor Charlotte Frantz 
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BOARD OF DEACONS MEETING 
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. 
      Don’ forget your 3 dozen cookies. 

 COMBINED SESSION MEETINGS 
November/December Session Meeting - 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. 

              FINANCE COMMITTEE  MEETING 
             Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 4:30 p.m. 

 MISSION COMMITTEE  
 Tuesday, December 11, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. 

UPBeat JANUARY 2019   
Issue Deadline:  Tuesday, December 18 at 1:00 p.m. 
          Mailing:  Friday, December 28, 2018 

                WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
               Tuesday, December 4, 2018 at 2:30 p.m. 

Liturgists for 
  December 

Liturgists scheduled for the month of  are: 
 December 2  Jackie Ranco 
 December 9  Jan Letsos 
 December 16 Sue Olson 
 December 23 Jane Wester 
 December 24 Will be organized by Pastor. 
  December 30 Abi Willmore 
Thank you to Joan Johnson, Ed Anderson, Dolores 
Larson and Kathy Nelson for serving as  liturgists in 
November. 
  If you would like to serve as a liturgist look for  
  the sign up sheet in the back of the narthex or  
  call Donna Okash at 715-718-1734.                

In Our Thoughts and Prayers . . . 
TWIN PORTS HEALTH SERVICE , Superior 

Corrine Rudd 

MIDDLE RIVER 
Lois Bickford          

NEW PERSPECTIVES, Superior 
Eleanor Upthegrove       

   
   VILLA MARINA , Superior 

    Jeanne Johnson  
Annabelle Sullivan   Jean B. Johnson 

 
   SERENITY, White Bear Lake                                                           

Randy Axt 

   EAGLE CREST, Roseville 
   Bill Fuller 

BENEDICTINE HEALTH CENTER, Duluth 
Carol Mead 

 
IN THE MILITARY 

Holden Willmore          Christopher Voss 
Mary Forslund 

 
SERVING OVERSEAS IN THE STATE  DEPARTMENT    

Tyler Haugland Rogstad   

IN PRISON  
Lori                      Daryl 

                     MEN’S BREAKFAST  
                         Saturday      
                  December 1, 2018 
                      at 8:30 a.m. 
           The Superior Family Restaurant 
                       in the Androy Hotel.    
    All men who are members or friends of  UPC  are         
        invited to attend. No reservations required.       

  Children, Youth & Family Ministry 

  December 12  
 Christmas Program Practice—10:00 Worship 
 Parent/Grandparent Input Meeting 11:00 am 
  December 9 
 Christmas Program Practice—10:00 Worship 
  December 16 
 Christmas Program—10:00 Worship 
  December 19 
 Youth Group Christmas Gathering 6:30-8:00 pm 

OCTOBER 2018  General Fund 

 Income:     $ 14,790.75   
          Expenses:  $    9,744.76 

  Net Gain    $    5,045.99   

The monthly gathering of UPC's Presbyterian Women will 
be held on Wednesday, December 5, 2018 at 12:30 
p.m. at Ace’s on 29th in Superior.  Please contact  
Bonnie Wallin at 715-392-7029 to make your reservation.  
The Presbyterian Women do not meet in January or 
February. 

                  YOUTH GROUP  CHRISTMAS PARTY 
                   Wednesday, December 19, 2018  
                    6:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m.  

                  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  

  Tuesday, December 25 & Wednesday, December 26 

 PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 Monday, December 10, 2018 at 3:30 
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                    Now Available! UPC T-Shirts 

  Contact Christy Willmore to place an order. 

   218-590-8294 

  Short Sleeve: $20.00           Youth Sizes  S - L 

  Long Sleeve: $30.00        Adult Sizes:  S - XXL   

                 Christmas is coming!  
The Sanctuary Christmas Tree was put up on Wednesday, 
November 28th.  The poinsettias are due to be delivered at 
the beginning of December.  We will be decorating the sanc-
tuary on Saturday, December 1st beginning at 9:30 am.  
We could use helpers who are able to climb ladders and those 
who are good at decorating.  Actually, we could use anyone 
who has energy and enthusiasm!  Please join us on December 
1st if you are able to help. 

Our traditional Christmas pageant will be December 16.   
Rehearsals for children and youth will be December 2 and 9, 
during worship.  Bring your children/youth for the opening of 
worship, then they will be dismissed to prepare for the pag-
eant and do some Advent crafts. 

Do you have children or grandchildren here at United? On 
December 2, immediately following worship, we would like 
to hear from you.  Meet with Christy and other parents and 
grandparents to discuss what you would like United to be 
offering for the children you bring.  Also, get details about 
Christmas activities for families, youth and children. 

          ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
                 Wednesday 
         December 12, 2018 
                  9:00 a.m.  

SENIOR CONNECTIONS  
CAREGIVERS WORKSHOP 
Wednesday 
December 19, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. 

        December 

         Birthdays 
3 Katie Grymala 

6 Phyllis Flaherty 

6 Bob Lauer 

8 Carol Baker 

8 Marian Lanigan 

8 Ronald Underdale 

9 Aidan Pennington 

10 Lois Bickford 

13 Bonnie Gronquist 

15 Duane Aslyn 

16 Warren Nelson 

16 Sue Olson 

17 Heidi Carswell 

18 Alice Matthias 

23 Tim Bergstrom 

28 Tom Lisak 

29 Christy Willmore 

29 Creede McClellan  

Letters of Support 
Lori Esker has been on United’s prayer 
list and has been in regular contact with 
our Deacons. She is requesting that let-
ters of support be sent on her behalf to 
the Wisconsin Parole Commission 

                               3099 E. Washington Avenue 
                                Madison, Wisconsin 53707 
She will be meeting with the parole board sometime in 
December.  Her conviction was in 1990 and she has 
been serving time since.  If you have corresponded 
with her in the past and would like to write a letter, 
she would be grateful. 

Sunday 
 December 16, 2018                

4:00 p.m. 

United Presbyterian Church  
will be serving a 

                      
                      Communion Servers Needed 
 
The Worship Committee is looking for more helpers to serve communion.  We 
have communion the first Sunday of each month and the same people are asked 
to serve over and over again.  We would like to have a longer list from which to 
choose.  If you are willing and able to serve communion let Bonnie Wallin know 
so you can be added to the list.  If you are planning to serve communion there 
are some things you should know.  
1. The servers should meet with Pastor Charlotte in her office at 9:50 a.m. 
2. The servers should sit together in the front pew. 
3. The servers should discuss ahead of time who is going to serve which section. 
4. If possible, the servers should help with the clean-up after church. 

This meal is free and open to the public. 



 

 

If there is a change with your mailing 

address, phone number or any other 

information that you feel that should be 

updated,  Please feel free to leave a note 

on the secretary’s desk, send an  

e-mail or call the church office   

715-392-4751.  

unitedpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com  
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CHRISTMAS  BASKETS 
             UPDATE 
The forms for Christmas 
Baskets have been received 
and reviewed by the Mission 
Committee.  

UPC will be providing Christmas gifts for 
six families with a total of  eleven children.  
If you would like to make contributions  
towards this year’s  Christmas Baskets please 
talk to Linda Wigchers to find out what 
items might be needed. 

Our Choir Director, Georgia Raun, will be 

taking a leave of absence during the 

month of December.    During her ab-

sence Jane Wester will be directing the 

Chancel Choir on an interim basis.    

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
TUESDAY  -  FRIDAY 

NOON - 4:00 

’Tis the Season for GIVING! 
  
The Mission Committee has again 
chosen the ‘Farm Bundle’ as the item 
for our congregation to purchase with 
their Christmas Offering. The Farm 
Bundle includes chickens, goats, and 
other livestock, as well as seeds, tools, 
and training to help support successful 
farming.” One bundle costs $1,300. 
You can use the Christmas Offering 
envelope in your envelope box and 
make sure you put FARM BUNDLE 
in the memo of your check or on the 
outside of your envelope so we know 
it is for the Farm Bundle. Any 
proceeds over the $1300 will purchase 
Youth Agricultural Training. Each 
training package costs $65. By joining 
our gifts together, however 
large or small, we can 
expand our witness to 
God’s gracious and 
abundant work in our 
world. 



 

 

ANOTHER NEW YEAR’S DAY PARTY AT THE LISAK’S ON AMNICON LAKE! 
Sliding, ice fishing, boot hockey, games and lots of delicious food and drink.  

Come early and play!—Food will be served at 12:00 p.m. 
Located at 4519 East Pleasant View Road.  We can arrange rides to and fro. 

Contact Beth at 715-817-4861 if you have any questions 
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The Superior Singers, under the direction of Brian G. MacDonell, proudly present their 2018-2019 

Christmas concert Good Tidings Now We Bring!, featuring familiar carols and hymns performed 

in unfamiliar ways! Utilizing traditional and non-traditional arrangements of some of the greatest 

songs of the season in telling the timeless story of the birth of our Lord; join the Singers this holi-

day season as they put their unique spin on all your favorite Christmas classics! 

 

Don’t miss this spectacular concert this holiday season.  

Preforming at United Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, December 12th at 7:00 p.m. 

Concerts are Free and Open to the Public. For more information call: 218-348-8314  

or look on-line at superiorsingers.com 

The Superior Singers Christmas Concert 

 There will be a bare tree in the narthex of the church beginning on the first Sun-
day of Advent, December 2nd.  The tree will be waiting to be decorated with mit-
tens, gloves, hats and scarves to be shared with the children of Head Start.  If you 
knit, croquet or felt please consider  making  something for the Mitten Tree.  Or, if 
you are out shopping during this season and see some special mittens, gloves, or 
hats, please purchase them and hang them on the tree.  Your decorations of warmth 
will be much appreciated during the cold of winter. 

Come Caroling With Us! Sunday, December 9, 2018   

Las Posadas   The Mary and Joseph figurines from our church’s nativity set 
will be going from home to home during the Advent season, beginning on December 
2nd, looking for lodging.  If someone brings them to your home, please give them 
shelter for the night, and then pass them on to another for the next night of shelter.  
So it will go each day, until the family that has Mary and Joseph on December 24 will 
bring them to our 9:00 p.m. worship service.  

We will gather together after worship service for a lite lunch  
before making our caroling rounds. All are welcome!  

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul—Superior, Wisconsin Furniture Mission gives 
gently used basic necessary furniture to those who can’t afford it, even at rummage sale or 
thrift store prices.  They have limited space, volunteers, time transportation and muscle, so 
they can’t accept every type of furniture.  Instead, they look for six basic categories of clean, 
unbroken and ready to give away items: Complete bed frames, metal or wood; Tables to eat at 
and chairs to go around such tables. The chairs don’t need to match;  Items to store clothes in; 

Non-particle board chests of drawers, but also book cases will work for files or folded clothes; Any type of 
living room chairs; Any type of end table, coffee table, night stand, or microwave stand; Any type of table 
lamp or floor lamp.  As of November 22, 2018 they are low on every category except living room chairs.  If 
you have any items to contribute please call Dean at 715-398-6532. 
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