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HELPFUL TO KNOW 
If you’d like to join us for Sunday worship service live, please go to our 

Facebook page or YouTube and connect with the following link:   
http://upc-superior.com/youtube 

Please feel free to place any questions you may have by replying in the 
comments section (YouTube), or contact the church office by phone or 

email and request to be added to our email list.  
 

 PRAYER REQUEST 

The Pastor is always glad to share prayer requests during the Prayer 
Time during each worship service. You can share a prayer request online 
in the comments section (YouTube) or by contacting the church by email 

or phone with your request.   
The Prayer Chain may be activated by calling 

Jan Heckman at 715-392-1072 (jan_KB9LTA@yahoo.com) or 
Dean Hecht at 715-398-6532. 
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If you are joining us online, please light a candle to remind yourself of the 
presence of God. 
* Please rise in body or spirit. 
If the text is bolded, everyone is invited to say the words in unison. 
 

PRELUDE      Alex Sandor 
WELCOME  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP & INTROIT  
  What Star is This, With Beams so Bright   #152 
 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION & CONFESSION    
One: Let us pray. 
  All:  God of newness, thank you for prompting change in our lives. We 

praise you for the ways in which you call young and old alike. We 
praise you for calling us each uniquely. We confess that we some-
times disregard your call in our lives. Forgive us gentle God, for 
when we sometimes fill our lives with frivolity over calling. Forgive 
us for those moments when we miss the mark. Forgive us for the 
times we don’t ask ourselves holy questions. Mold us to be your 
son Jesus’ hands and feet to a hurting world. In Jesus’ name we 
pray, amen.  
 

*HYMN    ‘Twas in The Moon of Wintertime   #142 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON     
One: Christmas is such a short time of the year, but the effect it can have 

on our lives is tremendous. The grace and provision from God in the 
Christmas story are reminders that no matter how bad it gets or 
what’s before you, God is with you. God forgives you. God loves you. 
Know that because of Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection… 

   All: We are forgiven. Amen. 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
You are invited to bless those around you with the words, “The peace of 
Christ be with you." In response you may say "And also with you!" (You 
may pass the peace in the comments section.) 
 
Children are invited to gather by the round table in the narthex for  
Children's Church.  
 

*RESPONSE  Jesus, Jesus, O What a Wonderful Child (1x)  #126 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                 Jackie Pananen 
 Old Testament Reading   Isaiah 61:10-62:3  
 
CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM Let There Be Peace On Earth 
 

SERMON     “Instead of Resolutions: Holy Questions?”   
       Rev. Brett M Foote 
New Testament Reading    Luke 2:25-32, 34–38  
 
*HYMN     What Child is This    #145 
  
 
 

 
 

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP & MISSION    

OFFERING 
OFFERTORY      Alex Sandor 
*RESPONSE    He Came Down   #137 
 1 He came down that we may have love; x3 
 2 He came down that we may have light; x3 
 3 He came down that we may have peace; x3 
 4 He came down that we may have joy; x3 
 Hallelujah forevermore. 
 
*PRAYER OVER OFFERING     
One:  Let us bless these gifts. 
   All: Infant Christ, thank you for your birth that blesses us. May we be a 

blessing to our neighbors and our community. May we always 
reach out our hands to you and our neighbor when we’re in need. 
May we also always reach out to bless others when they are in 
need. Help us to elevate the voices of those who have been 
marginalized or hurt by society. Help us to give of our time, talents, 
or treasures. May we represent your expansive justice and love. 
Send your powerful Spirit so we can connect with, serve, and care 
for each of our communities: Superior, Duluth, and Eau Claire. We 
want others to know your "love that goes into the far country.” 
Amen.  

 
Prayers to be Shared   Please email or call the church with your prayer 

requests or share them in the comments section. (YouTube) 
Silent Prayer 

 Pastoral Prayer 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen.  

 
*CLOSING HYMN    Lord of The Dance   #157 
*BENEDICTION 
*POSTLUDE      Alex Sandor 
 
Simeon’s questions: What is God, the Holy Spirit revealing to you? What is 
the work of your heart, led by God that you must do before you pass 
away? 
 
           
 
Prophetess Anna’s question: What is it that you can praise God for doing 
in your life and tell others about? 
 
           
 
 
 

 
 
 



OLD TESTAMENT READING                 Isaiah 61:10-62:3  
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; 
    my whole being shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
    to spring up before all the nations. 
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
    and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until her vindication shines out like the dawn 
    and her salvation like a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your vindication 
    and all the kings your glory, 
and you shall be called by a new name 
    that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
You shall be a beautiful crown in the hand of the Lord 
    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING             Luke 2:25-32, 34–38  
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messi-
ah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple, and when the par-
ents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what was customary under 
the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word, 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
    which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is des-
tined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that 
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a 
sword will pierce your own soul, too.” 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years 
after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 
left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and 
day. At that moment she came and began to praise God and to speak 
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE? 
At United Presbyterian Church, we offer many  

opportunities to give of yourself to glorify God.   
From signing up to volunteer to donating financially, if 

you’d like to support the mission and vision of the 
church you can do so at the following link:   

https://www.upc-superior.com/donate 

United Presbyterian Church Weekly Calendar 
 
SUNDAY 12/31 
8:45 AM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 AM Morning Worship 
10:15 AM Children’s Church 
6 PM Volleyball 
                                                         
MONDAY 1/1 
Office Closed - Happy New Year! 
 
TUESDAY 1/2 
UPBeat Mailing 
10 AM Pickleball 
4:30 PM Worship Committee 
6 PM Bell Choir 
                                                               
WEDNESDAY 1/3 
10 AM Glen Carlson Visitation 
11 AM Glen Carlson Funeral 
2-6 PM CSA Pickup 
4 PM Deacon Meeting 
6 PM Book Club 
 
THURSDAY 1/4 
Fellowship Hall in Use 
10 AM Pickleball 
7 PM AA Meeting 
 
FRIDAY  1/5 
Fellowship Hall in Use 
 
SATURDAY 1/6 
Fellowship Hall in Use 
 

Birthdays This Week 
1/1 Sara Miles 
1/1 Elizabeth Schlacks 
Iafrate 
1/3 Emily Lanigan 
1/3 Dominic Okash 

LOOKING AHEAD 
January 15-22  Pastor Out –Vacation 
January 15  Office Closed 

https://www.upc-superior.com/donate


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
UPC COMMUNITY GARDEN THANKS 
As of Wednesday, December 13, the UPC Community Garden's Seed-
Money fundraising campaign had raised $1355 (well over our $1000 
goal)!  On top of the $1355 we raised, we also received a $200 grant for 
having reached and surpassed our goal! Many thanks to all those who do-
nated to the campaign. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on January 28th follow-
ing the service. 

FELLOWSHIP AND OUTREACH NEWS 
You can join us for pickleball Tuesdays or Thursdays from 10 AM-12 PM. 
We hope to see you there!  
Volleyball will be playing every Sunday at 6 PM unless there is an an-
nouncement stating otherwise!  

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS 
This year, we as a church will be putting together our own devotional for 
the 40 days of Lent. We are asking for submissions from anyone interested 
in sharing something in this devotional. There is a sign up sheet at the back 
of the narthex where folks can sign up for one of the 40 days. Please keep 
submissions short (1-2 paragraphs), as there will be limited space. They 
must also be submitted digitally to the office via email.  
Examples of submissions include: Stories, poems, artwork, pictures, or any-
thing else special to you! The deadline for submissions to be sent to the 
office is January 18th at noon. 

NEW YEARS PARTY 
At Amnicon Lake, 4519 E Pleasant View Rd, Superior, WI 54880 
New Years Eve – 7 PM - Midnight 
If you are looking for friends and fun, come on over for sliding, ice fishing, 
skating, games, puzzles, and food! 
New Years Day – Noon - ? 
Fun, fun, and more fun! Games, outside ice time with boot hockey, bon-
fire, and food! 
Contact Beth Lisak at 715-817-4861 if you have any questions or if you 
need a ride! 

CURRENT COVID PROCEDURES 
As of Friday, December 29th, Douglas County is at a Medium COVID-19 
Community Level. At this level, the Session-approved guidelines recom-
mend that our community members wear high-quality masks or respira-
tors indoors, host gatherings outside (when possible), stay home when 
sick, and stay up to date on vaccinations.  
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
GET INVOLVED 
There are plenty of ways to get involved here at United! Two great ways 
that are available year-round are to sign up to be a liturgist during our Sun-
day worship, or to host a coffee hour following the service. There are sign 
up sheets available at the back of the Narthex under the calendar!  

NURSERY AVAILABILITY 
Our nursery is open 15 minutes before the service begins for children who 
are newborn through 4 years old. Once checked in, your young ones can 
play in a safe environment during worship.  

SECOND SUNDAY STUDENT DINNER 
On Sunday, January 14th middle and high school students are invited to 
our Second Sunday Student Dinner! The dinner will take place at Laura and 
Brett's home at 6:30p. It will be a time to connect with one another, grow 
in our faith, and of course...fill our bellies! If you have any questions, reach 
out to Laura after the service or by emailing: lmfoote.upc@gmail.com 

VOLUNTEER AT GREAT LAKES ELEMENTARY  
United, we have an amazing opportunity to support our neighbor—Great 
Lakes Elementary! They are in need of adult volunteers to listen to chil-
dren read. Support is needed for all grade levels at various times of the 
day, and will continue through the end of the school year. You can com-
mit to visiting weekly or every other week. There will be a sign-up sheet in 
the bulletin on December 31st and on January 7th. Martine and Michele, 
from Great Lakes, will be visiting during the service on January 7th to share 
more. A passed background check is required to participate. If you have 
any questions, or would like more information, please reach out to Laura 
after the service or send an email to lmfoote.upc@gmail.com. 

LET'S FILL THE PRIZE DRAWER! 
A reward students receive for practicing their reading is a prize from the 
Prize Drawer. Let's show our care for our neighboring students and educa-
tors by filling the Prize Drawer! Please bring an item from the list to the 
church by January 7th. You can give your item to Laura or place it in the 
labeled box by the calendar in the narthex. We will give these prizes to 
Martine, who is an educator at Great Lakes, on January 7th when she vis-
its! Here is a list of prize items to bring: stickers, suckers, squishies, trin-
kets, anything little, party favors, Jolly Ranchers, juice boxes, and Star-
bursts. Thank you everyone! It's the little things that often make a big 
difference.  

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
The envelopes are on the table in the back of the church. If you want enve-
lopes and you were omitted, please contact Jan Letsos. 

 

 

 










