WAYS TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Call the church office at 715-392-4751.
Follow us on Facebook.

HELPFUL TO KNOW
If you’d like to join us for Sunday worship service live, please go to our
Facebook page or YouTube and connect with the following link:

http://upc-superior.com/youtube
Please feel free to place any questions you may have by replying in the
comments section (YouTube), or contact the church office by phone or
email and request to be added to our email list.

PRAYER REQUEST
The Pastor is always glad to share prayer requests during the Prayer Time
during each worship service. You can share a prayer request online in the
comments section (YouTube) and by contacting the church by email

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)
229 North 28th Street East

or phone.
The Prayer Chain may be activated by calling
Jan Heckman at 715-392-1072 (jan_KB9LTA@yahoo.com) or
Dean Hecht at 715-398-6532.
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Online Worship
EPIPHANY
January 2nd, 2022

10:00 a.m.

If you are at home, please light a candle to remind yourself of the presence
of God.
* Please rise in body or spirit
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*INTROIT

Alex Sandor

What Star is This, with Beams So Bright

TIME WITH CHILDREN
#152

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: We come to this sanctuary or stream—
All: each of us on our own path.
One: The path is winding,
All: and the path is not always clear,
One: and the path changes,
All: but we are here.
One: God is walking us home, saying “This is the way.”
All: What a gift it is to not walk alone.
One: Let us worship our Holy God. Amen.
*HYMN

Good Christian Friends Rejoice

*PASSING THE PEACE
You are invited to bless those around you with the words, “The peace of
Christ be with you.” (You may pass the peace in the comments section if
online. Say hello to one another. In person you may connect with others in
a way that is comfortable with you.)

CHANCEL CHOIR

Laura Foote

Rejoice With Exceeding Great Joy

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Old Testament Reading

Jeremiah 31:7-14

SERMON “This is the way.”: The Mandalorian and Magi
Rev. Brett M. Foote
New Testament Reading
Matthew 2:1-12
*HYMN

#132

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
One: Let us pray.
All: God of changed plans, the Magi heard in a dream that they were
to take a new way home—a different path, an untraveled road. To our
amazement, they did just that. The Magi packed their bags and went
home by another way. We wish that change could be easy for us, but
more often than not, when whispers of change come, we tend to clench
our fists and hold on tighter. Forgive us for resisting change that might be
holy. Forgive us for ignoring that there is more than one road home.
Forgive us for failing to hear your invitation. Guide our steps to
unfamiliar places. Gratefully we pray, in the name of your son, Jesus.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One: No matter which roads we take in this one wild and precious life,
God walks with us. God never leaves our side. When the road changes and
we find ourselves on a new path home, God is always there. So hear and
believe this good news:
All: No matter where we go, no matter what we do, we are claimed,
loved, and held by God.
One: Thanks be to God for a love like that. Because of Christ’s birth, life,
death, and resurrection…
All: We are all forgiven. Amen.

As With Gladness Men of Old

#150

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH1
One: With the whole church let us confess our faith…
A Modern Affirmation of Faith
All: We believe in an inviting God
Who invites the poor and the sick,
The outcast and the lonely,
The immigrant and the refugee,
The awkward and the abrasive, The inconvenienced and the hurried,
The people affected by disability and the able bodied,
The young and the innocent.
We believe God invites the best and the worst—
In all of us.
We believe God invites us to:
A life of faith,
A crowded table,
A messy church,
A deeper truth,
A resilient joy,
A place to belong,
A family among strangers,
A world that is just,
And a love that knows no bounds.
We believe this invitation exists for all people.
We believe this invitation exists for us. And when we miss the call or ignore the invite, We believe that God invites us again. Thanks be to God
for that invitational Spirit. Amen
1 Adapted by Brett from an Affirmation of Faith by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC |
sanctifiedart.org.

OFFERING
MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP & MISSION
OFFERTORY
*RESPONSE For the Life that You Have Given

Alex Sandor
717

PRAYER OVER OFFERING
One: Let us bless these gifts.
All: God of changed plans, The Magi heard in a dream that they
were to take a new way home—a different path, an untraveled road.
To our amazement, they did just that. The Magi packed their bags and
went home by another way. We wish that change could be easy for us,
but more often than not, when whispers of change come, we tend to
clench our fists and hold on tighter. Forgive us for resisting change that
might be holy. Forgive us for ignoring that there is more than one road
home. Forgive us for failing to hear your invitation. Guide our steps to
unfamiliar places. Gratefully we pray, in the name of your son, Jesus.
Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

You are invited to participate in this sacrament regardless of age, church affiliation, or location. We invite you to use what elements you have near you at
home, preferably bread and grape juice. Please do not let having those specific items preclude you from participating in this sacrament. Please use what
is available. At home we invite you to serve one another or yourself using the
words “The Bread of Heaven” for the bread and “The Cup of Salvation” for the
juice in whatever form they take after the pastor has spoken the words of institution. Here at the church we invite you to take your individual cups as you
come into the church, and follow the above pattern.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
One: Let us give thanks.
All: With this bread of life and cup of salvation, O God, You have
brought us into Christ’s presence, united us with Him, and bound us to
each other. Now send us out, empowered by Your Holy Spirit, that we
may be Your light and love in the world. Amen.
Prayers to be Shared Please email the church with your prayer requests
or share them in the comments section. (YouTube)
Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation to Holy Communion
COMMUNION HYMN I Come With Joy

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

#515

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to God.
One: Let us give thanks to God most High.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
One: Praise to You, O God, for all of your works.
You created the world and called it good
and made us in your image to live together in love.
You made a covenant with us,
and even when we turned from you,
You remained ever faithful.
You taught your disciples to pray by saying…
LORD’S PRAYER
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day, our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the glory and the power, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

You Shall Go Out With Joy

#80
Alex Sandor

THE LORD’S SUPPER is open to all Christians. Celebrating the Eucharist is
not a right conferred upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the
undeserving who come in curiosity, faith, repentance, and love. In
preparing to be brought into the presence of Christ in this Sacrament, the
person confesses sin and brokenness, seeks reconciliation with God and
neighbor, and trusts in Jesus Christ for cleansing and renewal. Even one
who doubts, or whose trust is wavering, comes to the Table to be assured
of God’s love and grace in Jesus Christ.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Jeremiah 31:7-14

For thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
‘Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel.’
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labour, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.’
For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the Lord.

NEW TESTAMENT READING

Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where
the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for
so it has been written by the prophet:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over
the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not
to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE?
At United Presbyterian Church, we offer many opportunities to give of yourself to glorify God.
If you’d like to donate online vs. mailing the weekly
Offering to the church, you can do so at the following link:
https://www.upc-superior.com/donate

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CURRENT COVID PROCEDURES
Session unanimously voted to require masking for all people during this
Christmastide season due to the rise of variants in neighboring counties.
We will continue to sing in worship, but we require the use of masks during all parts of the service, for all people, vaccinated or unvaccinated.
Session is hoping that, with the proper precautions, we can continue to
worship safely in person.
ICU NEEDS
We are currently asking for donations of hand warmers, mittens,
hats, wool socks, and scarves for the Inclusive Care Unit. Please bring
in new items or very gently used ones. Items that are worn out will not
be considered. Please bring in donations during office hours. Thank
you!
VOLLEYBALL
Volleyball will be played every Sunday between 6pm -7:30pm in the UPC
gym. The church suggests you wear a mask, especially if you have not been
vaccinated. Come join the fun and bring another player along.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School continues to take place every week in the Sunday School
room on Sundays at 9:15 AM. All Elementary age kids are welcome to join
us!
CHANCEL CHOIR AND BELL REHEARSALS
Chancel Choir rehearsals will take place Sundays at 8:45 AM, and Bell Choir
will rehearse at 11:30 AM.
NURSERY AVAILABILITY
The nursery is now staffed 15 minutes before the service until 15 minutes
after for children from new born up through 4 years old. The nursery is
located to the left of the Narthex when facing the front, through the two
glass doors, and it is the first door on the right.
2022 ENVELOPES
Please pick up your envelopes for 2022 offerings in the back of the
Narthex.
CONFIRMATION
Confirmation will resume on Sundays on January 9th at 11:30 AM.
ANNUAL MEETING
The Church Annual Meeting will be immediately after the service on
January 23rd.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE SNOW SHOVELING BRIGADE
Are you looking for a way to serve the congregation and our community?
The Snow Shoveling Brigade needs your help to keep the pathways from
the parking lot to the three main entry doors at United Presbyterian
Church clear of snow this winter. We are looking for volunteers to sign up
for a time once a week to clear snow if it falls and accumulates by that
time. The times are 8 am and 11 am each day. If there is no snow, the volunteer does not need to come to shovel.
We hope to get 14 volunteers to clear the snow as needed at those times.
If 14 people volunteer, each person would be responsible to clear snow
only once a week. If someone would like to sign up for multiple times, that
is fine as well. But many hands make light work.
There will be a signup sheet in the back of the Narthex after church for you
to pick the time you can shovel, or you can call Eric Schlacks at 218-2696678 to sign up.

United Presbyterian Church Weekly Calendar

SUNDAY 1/2
8:45 AM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
9:15 Sunday School
10:00 AM Morning Worship
11:30 AM Bell Choir Rehearsal
6 PM Volleyball
MONDAY 1/3 OFFICE CLOSED
3:45-8 PM Piano Lessons
6 PM Cub Scoutss
TUESDAY 1/4
2 PM Personnel Mtg (Zoom)
4:30 PM Worship Committee
4-8 PM Piano Lessons
WEDNESDAY 1/5
12 PM Staff Meeting (Zoom)
3-7 PM Piano Lessons
4-6 PM CSA Pickup
THURSDAY 1/6
6:30 PM CYF meeting
7 PM AA Meetings
FRIDAY 1/7
SATURDAY 1/8

January 16
January 23
March 2

Birthdays This Week
1/3
Emily Lanigan
1/3
Dominic Okash
1/7
Barb Granquist
1/7
Monica Lenihan
1/8
Deborah Schlacks

LOOKING AHEAD
Community Dinner
Annual Meeting
Next PW meeting

