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HELPFUL TO KNOW
If you’d like to join virtually, please go to our
Facebook page or YouTube and connect with the following link:
http://upc-superior.com/youtube

NURSERY
Our nursery is open 15 minutes before the service begins for children
who are newborn through 4 years old.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
After the Passing the Peace portion of our service, children ages 5
through 5th grade are invited to meet by the round table in the narthex
for Children’s Church.

PRAYER REQUESTS
The Pastor is always glad to share prayer requests during the worship
service. Share a request in the comments section. Additionally, the Pray-
er Chain may be activated by calling Jan Heckman at 715-392-1072
(jan_KBI9LTA@yahoo.com)or Dean Hecht at 715-398-6532.
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If you’re joining us online, please light a candle to remind yourself of the
presence of God.

* Please rise in body or spirit.

If the text is bolded, everyone is invited to say the words in unison.

PRELUDE Alex Sandor
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CALL TO WORSHIP & INTROIT Light One Candle (vs 1) #85

CANDLE LIGHTING— Larson & Schmitt Families

*PRAYER OF ADORATION & CONFESSION
One: God says,
All: “Do not be afraid.”
One: God says,
All: “I have called you by name.”
One: God says,
All: “1 will be with you.”
One: God says,
All: “You are precious and honored in my sight.”
One: At the beginning of this session,
All: at the start of this week,
One: at the top of this hour,
All: may we wrap ourselves in these words. May we begin again.
One: Knowing that even when we make mistakes,
All: and we have made a few.
One: We are beloved...
All: chosen by God. Amen.

*HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #82

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One: Family of faith, | don’t know the last time someone told you that you
are good, just as you are. | don’t know the last time you heard that
you are loved and created in the image of God. | don’t know the last
time you trusted those words and truly believed that you are a bless-
ing. However, in case it has been a while, hear these words from
Isaiah: God says,
All: “Do not fear, for | have redeemed you. | have called you by name.
You are mine.”
One: Because of Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection... We are forgiv-
en. We are loved. Let it leave you awestruck.
All: Thanks be to God! May we believe it. Amen.

*PASSING THE PEACE
You are invited to bless those around you with the words, “The peace of
Christ be with you." In response you may say "And also with you!"

*RESPONSE Jesus, Jesus, O What a Wonderful Child #126
CHANCEL CHOIR

Children are invited to gather by the round table in the narthex for
Children's Church.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 43: 1-7

SERMON You’ve Got To Be Kidding Me: You Are Beloved
Rev. Brett M. Foote
*HYMN In Case No One Ever Told You

New Testament Reading Luke 1: 26-38

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
One: With the whole church, let us confess our faith...

All: We believe in a blessing God who calls us beloved. We believe
that this blessing showed up in the life of Mary, and was also be-
stowed upon the hemorrhaging woman, the poor in spirit, the
children, the crowds, the Jews, the Gentiles, the faithful and the
doubting. So in faith, we trust that God’s blessing, like ripples on
the water, forever reaches toward us. And with wild hope, we be-
lieve that because of this blessing, we are covered in love. We are
more than enough. Thanks be to God! Amen.

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP & MISSION

OFFERING
OFFERTORY Alex Sandor
*RESPONSE Change My Heart, O God #695

*PRAYER OVER OFFERING
One: Let us bless these gifts.

All: God who calls us to begin anew and reminds us that we are
beloved, we thank you for all the ways you move in our lives. Take
our gifts of time, talents, and treasures and grow them for your
kingdom. Help us to live openhanded lives sharing the gift of our
lives with others. Move in us so that we may center the voices of
those on the margins. Send your grace filled Spirit so we can
connect with, serve, and care for our congregation, Superior
community, and this world. We want others to know your “Yes!”
towards all humanity! Amen.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN We Come as Guests Invited #504

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to God.
One: Let us give thanks to God most High.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



One: We come to this Table today longing for a new beginning.

In a world that so often feels like it’s ending, we crave the hope of a
new beginning. We long to heal from the endings and crash land-
ings of our hurting world and start again, rooted in your good news.
So week by week, bit by bit, we return to your Word.

All: Week by week, bit by bit, we return to each other.
Week by week, and bit by bit, we repeat the truths that we so
often need to hear, trusting that by your grace, it is never too late
to start again.

One: So in this spirit of beginnings, we come to your Table. Once more
we ask that you would meet us here. Pour out your Spirit on this
ordinary meal, that in this bread and cup we may glimpse a new
day. May the sight of everyone being welcomed at this Table re-
mind us that all are loved by you. May the evidence that there is
food for all remind us that no one is meant to go hungry. May the
fact that our own sin, shame, and doubt do not keep us from this
Table remind us that you welcome and love us as we are. Meet us
here. Allow this joyful feast to be the start of something new. With
joy and hope, we weave our voices together to pray the words your
son taught the disciples to pray by saying...

LORD’S PRAYER
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we for-
give our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Sharing the Bread and Cup
You are invited to participate in this sacrament regardless of age,
church affiliation, or location. We invite you to use what elements you
have near you at home, preferably bread and grape juice. Please do
not let having those specific items preclude you from participating in
this sacrament. Please use what is available. At home we invite you to
serve one another or yourself using the words “The Bread of Heaven”
for the bread and “The Cup of Salvation” for the juice in whatever
form they take after the pastor has spoken the words of institution.
Here at the church we invite you to come forward in two lines, row by
row, down the middle of the sanctuary to receive the elements. Re-
turn to your seat via the side aisles. Please raise your hand in your
seat if you would like to receive the elements without leaving it. We
will come around and offer them to you.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
One: Let us give thanks.

All: With this bread of life and cup of salvation, O God, You have
brought us into Christ’s presence, united us with Him, and
bound us to each other. Now send us out, empowered by
Your Holy Spirit, that we may be Your light and love in the
world. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER
*CLOSING HYMN You Shall Go Out with Joy (2x) #80
*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

WEEKLY CALENDAR

MONDAY 12/2
3:30 PM Piano Lessons

3:30 PM Fellowship & Outreach

SUNDAY 12/1
8:45 AM Chancel Choir

11:30 AM LGBTQ Inclusion Education
3:00 PM Christmas Concert

TUESDAY 12/3
10:00 AM Pickleball

1:00 PM AA Meeting
4:30 PM Worship Committee
5:00 PM Bell Choir

WEDNESDAY 12/3

10:00 AM Crafters Group
12:00 PM Staff Meeting
12:30 PM PW Meeting
2:00 PM CSA Pick-up

4:00 PM Deacons Meeting
4:30 PM Piano Lessons

Birthdays This Week

12/3— Katie Grymala
12/6— Phyllis Flaherty

THURSDAY 12/5

10:00 AM Pickleball

3:30 PM Piano Lessons
4:00 PM Kickstarters Soccer
5:30 PM Munch Bunch

FRIDAY 12/6
5:15 PM Confirmation Class to Temple Israel

SATURDAY 12/7
Wrapping Party




ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

We will be hosting a Christmas Concert today at 3:00 PM with Alex Sandor
and Steven Seigel. The concert will be a free will offering and there will be
Christmas cookies to follow.

2025 PRESBYTERY DISASTER ASSISTANCE WORK TRIP

Join us February 15-23, 2025 in Asheville, North Carolina for the Disaster As-
sistance Work Trip to help clean up and rebuild the community following the
devastation caused by Hurricane Helene. For more information check the
registration forms in the narthex or register online at https://forms.gle/
VAzExxyup4dzyGake8

MISSION COMMITTEE

Wanted: person with strong organizational skills, willingness to delegate
tasks, able to communicate clearly, and work with volunteers who may or
may not have experience in food preparation. Duties include planning, shop-
ping for and preparing a meal (with assistance) once a quarter. If cooking for
a large crowd doesn't bother you, you can spare one weekend every 3
months and welcome the fellowship of others working with you, please con-
tact Dawn Long, or any other member of the mission committee.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

The December gathering of UPC's Presbyterian Women will be lunch on
Wednesday, December 4 at 12:30 at Ace's. All women are cordially invited to
attend. Please contact Bonnie Wallin (715-392-7029) for reservations by
Tuesday, December 3rd.

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE?

At United Presbyterian Church, we offer many
opportunities to give of yourself to glorify God.
From signing up to volunteer to donating financially, if
you’d like to support the mission and vision of the church
you can do so at the following link:

https://www.upc-superior.com/donate

SCRIPTURE READINGS

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 43:1-7

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed
you, O Israel: Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, | will be with you,
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.
For | am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. | give Egypt
as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are pre-
cious in my sight and honored and | love you, | give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for | am with you; | will bring
your offspring from the east, and from the west | will gather you; | will say
to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my
sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth—
everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for my glory, whom |
formed and made.”

NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 1: 26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much per-
plexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” The
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy;
he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to
be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here
am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.



https://www.upc-superior.com/donate

Ways to Serve
There are plenty of ways to get involved here at United!
*Sign-up sheets are in the narthex.
Coffee Hour*—Make coffee and bring treats for everyone.

Liturgist*—Being a liturgist is a great opportunity to get involved by lead-
ing the church in our scripture readings, and our call to worship.

Crafters Group—Every Wednesday at 10:00 AM.

Community Dinner— Volunteer for our Community Dinner the third Sun-
day in October, February, June and August.

Twin Ports Welcome Corp—Join the TPWC and help sponsor a refugee.

Community Garden*— Help plan and carry out the UPC Community Gar-
den project, which provides vegetables for UPC Community Dinners and
Great Lakes Elementary students.

Nursery— Come spend time with our babies and toddlers in the nursery
during the Sunday service! You will serve with a Nursery Coordinator
once or twice a month (your choice). *A background check is required.

Children's Church — Come help our young ones grow in their faith during
Children's Church! This takes place during the Sunday service. You can
volunteer once or twice a month (your choice). *A background check is
required.

Volunteer with Great Lakes Elementary — Support the students at our
neighboring school, Great Lakes Elementary. The times and days vary—
connect with Laura to find out availability. *A background check is re-
quired.

Ways To Learn, Grow, & Get Involved
Pickleball—Every Tuesday & Thursday at 10:00 AM.
Volleyball— Every Sunday at 6:00 PM.

LGBTQ+ Events— Today at 11:30a: Gender/Sexual Orientation/
Pronouns 101 —Presentation by Red Cliff Police Chief, Chequamegon
Bay PFLAG Board member and non-binary human, Jess Hall (they/them).

Blue Christmas Service— On December 21st, the winter solstice, we will
be having a Blue Christmas Service. While Advent and Christmas may be
joyful, it can also be a time of lament, grief and pain. This is a time to
worship together and hold space for these feelings and experiences. The
service will be held at 2p in the Youth room.

In Case No One Ever Told You

Words by Anna Strickland, 2024
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You Shall Go Out with Joy

The Trees of the Field
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Change My Heart, O God
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504 We Come as Guests Invited Jesus, Jesus, O What a Wonderful Child 126
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